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To the REVEREND 


Daniel Waterland, D. D. 


N DER the Protection of 

* Hour great Name, I beg leave 
0 introduce into the Morld 

a Vindication of the Paſſa- 

ges out of the Law and the 

Prophets, which were apply'd by the Ho- 
ly Jeſus and his Apoſtles, to the Chara- 
Ger of Feſus the Meſſiah. 


Though the following is but an imper- 
Feet Attempt upon a weighty Subject, yet 
ſhould you approve my Endeavours, 1 

OR „% ᷑ 2m 


> 
1 


iy DEDICATION. 
" ſhall think that I have not injur'd the 


Argument ; being well aſſured, That what 


and the Teſt of your ſole Fudgment t, will 
hear the Examination of the — Ad- 


verſary. 


With what ſuperior Force and Judg- 
ment you can write and determine in Di f. 
putes of a religious Concern, we had ſea- 
ſonable Conviction, at a Time, when great 
Learning and Induſtry were united to de- 
ſtroy a neceſſary Article of the Catholich 
Faith; when no leſs than an open At- 
Fempt was made to rob the Second Per ſon 


of the Bleſſed Trinity, of his real and © 


inherent Divinity. Whilſt the Hereſy 
 maintain'd by Arius, and condemn'd at 
the Nicene Council. was artfully propa- 


gated under the ſacred Name of The Scrip- 


ture Doctrine of the Trinity; Zou, Sir. 
amongſt the foremoſt, undertook the De- 
fence of our ancient Creed: And the Suc- 


ceſs of your truly valuable Writings, will. 


abundantly guſtify the Confidence every 
good Chriſtian chearfully repos'd in its 
eminent Defender. 


Here 
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Here the rational Enquirer may learn 
to defeat every Cavil urg'd againſt this 


4 U Myſtery, being furniſh'd with ſo- 


' lid Reaſons drawn from the true Senſe of 


| Scripture, and the moſt venerable Ages 


of Antiquity. Learning, ſo well employ d, 


ill call for the utmoſt Gratitude of this 
and all ſucceeding Ages; and will, Itruſt, 
be had in diſtinguiſh'd Honour, ſo long as © 
. Chriſtians ſhall be ſenſible of what great 


Importance it ir, to have the Object of 
divine Adoration rightly defin'd, and the 
Merit of an untver ſal Satisfaction Tho- 


4 roughly . 


No ſooner was an happy Concluſion put 
to this great Debate, but the univerſal 


s Church of Chriſt was call'd upon to vin- 


dicate the divine Commiſſion of her Foun- 


dier. 


Me are told, in the Boſom of a Chri- 
ſtian Country, that the Prophets of old 


| gave no Notice of a Meſſiah to come; nor 
Aid the Jews expect one before our 4 


our's Time; that all the Proof of the new 
Revelation, 3 is grounded upon the old one ; 
which, 


vi DEDICATION. 


which, when equitably examin'd, will not 


bear the Senſe thro the ſeveral Paſſages 
affix'd to it in Reference to Feſus the 
Meſſiah: But here we have ſeen the 
acute Adverſary vanquiſh'd thro all his 
ſpecious Exceptions; and thou he ſeems 
not yet ſilencd, undoubtedly he is left 
without Excuſe, by the clear Evidence 
ſet before him. 


Should any new Matter ariſe in que: 


ftion upon this amiable part of the Cha- 
racter of fFeſus, I may affirm, that no one 
zs more able to put the finiſhing Hand to 
his Vindication, than he who has already 
left his Divinity defended beyond future 
Contradiction; and in affirming it, I am 
fare of the Concurrence of all judicious 
Men. 


Among ſi many learned and great Men, 
who have appear'd in Defence of our in- 
gar'd Maſter, I claim no Merit from this 
Performance. If I havepurſu'd one direct 


Proof of our Lord's Miſſion withSucceſs, or 


render'd it more familiar to ſome, who will 
noi comprehend the more learned Labours 


of 
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of others, I bave my End. Whatever 


may be the Event, I am ambitious to 


| ' publiſh my beſt Endeavours, out of Zeal 


Vor his Honour, who has done and ſuffer 'd 
fo much for me. Nor am Ja little plea: 


ſed with this Opportunity, of paying my 
grateful Acknowledgments to you, Sir, 


in particular, who, with unwearied Di- 
ligence, and ſuperior Learning, have ef- 


| feftually maintain'd the Honour of our 


common Maſter, in a Point of great 


' Importance to the Salvation of the 


World. 
I am, 
With the greateſt Reſpect, 
SIR, 
Your moſt deyoted 
Humble Seryant, 
RoBERT LEEKE, 


ERRAT. Page 38. Ine 11. for Numb. vii. 12. read 
Numb, A „, 


A0 TS vi. 37. 


This is that Moſes which ſaid unto the 
children of Iſrael, A Prophet ſhall the 
Lord your God raiſe up unto you of 
your brethren, like unto me ; him ſhall ye 
hear. | 


\ 


H E Paſſage before us, is part 
of a Defence made by the Saint 
FA of this Day, when dragg'd as a 
PD Priſoner to anſwer for himſelf 
before a Council of the Fes. 

Tre Crime laid againſt him, 
was an Accufation of Blaſphemy; for ſo we 
read, Chap. vi. 11, and 13. That they ſuborn'd 
men, which declared they heard him ſpeak blaſphe- 
mous words againſt the temple, againſt the law, 
againſt Moſes, and againſt God. 

Hap the Charge been true, Stephen had not 
obtain'd the Honour of being ſtiled the firſt 
Martyr in the Chriſtian Church; fer by the Law, 
whoever blaſphem'd the Name of God was or- 
der'd to be ſton'd. 

Bur the Cale was, that no ſooner had this 

good Man, full of Faith and the Holy Ghoſt, re- 
| B ci 'd 


1 
ceiv'd a Call, by the Impoſition of the Apoſtles 
Hands, to an Office in the ſacred Miniſtry, but 
we read, that he went forthwith into the holy 
City, ond openly preach'd that the Law was to be © 
chang d, the Temple-Rites aboliſhed, and the Holy 
Place itſelf defiroyed. The Matter of his Diſ- 
courſe is not recited at large by the Evangeliſts ; 
but 'tis plain, by the Accuſation and Defence of 
himſelf that follow'd, that theſe were the Heads 
of it. 

Uron which we may e; that whilſt 
he was preaching this Doctrine to the People, 
and confirming it with many Signs and Wonders 
which he did amongſt them, he was attack'd by 
many able Champions of the Few Faith, the 
united Force and Learning of five Synagogues 
at once. 

THEN there aroſe up certain men of the ſyna- 
gorue of the Libertines, the Cyrenians, the men of 
Alexandria, and Cilicia, and diſputed with him, 
Acts vi. 9. But what the new-commiſſion'd Dea- 


con ſpoke, was with ſo much Freedom and Ma- 
jeſty of Thought, ſuch Evidence and Strength 


of Reaſon, that all their Learning and Skill join- 
ed together, could not reſiſt the Wiſdom of 
that Spirit by which he ſpoke. 

So early had the Diſciples of our Lord occa- 
ſion to remember one gracious Promiſe of their 
late Maſter, Never to ſettle in their minds before 
what they ſhould Jpeaks for. he would give them a 

mouth 
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mouth and wiſdom, which all their adverſaries 


- ſhould not be able to reſiſt, Luke xxi. 14, 1. 


Tus vanquiſh'd in Controverſy, they in- 


tend Deſtruction againſt him by a formal Sen- 


tence of Council; and to that end ſuborn'd falſe 
Witneſſes, who were inſtructed to form the a- 
bove-mention'd Heads of Accuſation, into a 


Charge of Blaſphemy againſt him. 


W HEN the good Man had leave to ſpeak for 
himſelf, he offers in his Defence, That preaching 


againſt the abſolute Neceſſity of Moſes's Inſtitu- 


tion, the Rites of the Law, or the Worſhip of 
the Temple; or to ſay, that Salvation might be 
obtain'd out of the Obſervance of theſe, was no 
Diſhonour to, or Blaſphemy againſt God. 

For, Hirt, It appeared from the Hiſtory of 
their own Anceſtors, that there were thoſe who 
had made themſelves acceptable to God long be- 
fore the Law was deliver'd; as was the Caſe of 
Abraham and the Patriarchs: Therefore the Law 
of Moſes was not in its own Nature of that ab- 


| ſolute Neceflity they contended for. 


Secondly, It could be no Diſhonour to, or 
Blaſphemy againſt God, to ſay, the Law was to 


be chang'd; for from the time that God pub- 


liſhed the Law, he gave notice, by their own 


great Favourite Moſes, that he in time intended 


a Change by a Prophet like to Moſes; and that 


When this Prophet ſhould ariſe, they were com- 
manded to hear him, under pain of utter Exci- 


Hon, 
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THEREFOR E, Thirdly, To preach up a 
Change now Chriſt was come, a Prophet in all 
Reſpects equal to Moſes, was to preach not a- 
gainſt the Law of Moſes, but Obedience to the 
Law itſelf; 'T'was not diſhonouring or blaſphe- 
ming God, but highly honouring and promoting 


his Glory: That the Point he inſiſted upon, was 


plain beyond all Controverſy; which they muſt 
neceſſarily have ſeen, had they not been like their 
Forefathers, a perverſe, ſtiff-neck'd, and undiſ- 
ciplin'd Generation of Men, who had oppos'd 
in all Ages the gracious Methods deſign'd by the 
Holy Spirit for their Converſion. 

Winich of the prophets had not their father's 
perſecuted ? They ſlew the meſſengers of God who 


dere ſent beforehand to give notice of the Fuſs one; 
aud ye, at his arrival, have berray'd, condemn'd , 


crucify'd him, Acts vii. 52. 
| Wren he was got thus far, the Patience of 
his Audience began to fail. With ſome Decen- 


cy they heard the Deacon loading their Fathers 
with the Crimes of Obſtinacy, Rebellion, Mur- 
der; but when the Matter came nearer home, 


the . broke out, and the Fire which ware» 


ed only gently at a diſtance , ſcorch'd when it 


came too near. 
STUNG in their 88 with the ae 


| Guilt, inſtead of Reaſon and Argument, uh 


gnaſh'd on him with their Teeth, they took 
up Stones and threw at t him. 


WIILST 
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| WnriLsT his Enemies, in the midſt of a 
moſt barbarous Perſecution, were pouring down 


Stones upon his Head, the Saint employ'd his 


laſt Moments in ſending up Prayers for their 
Converſion. And for theſe Reaſons they fon'd 
Stephen, calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord Feſus 
receive my ſpirit; and he knee'd down, and cry'd 
up to heaven with a loud voice, lay not this fin to 
their charge: and when he had ſaid this, he fell 
aſleep, Acts vii. $9, 60. 
80 ealy, ſo peaceable, fo void of Anxiety and 


Diſtraction, is the Paſſage of a good Man out 


of this World; fitly and elegantly compar'd by 
the Evangeliſt to falling aſleep; like the ſweet 
Refreſhment the weary'd Traveller finds, who 


lies down to ſleep after a painful Journey. 


IN treating upon the Words of the Text, I 
ſhall endeavour to prove, 


I. THAT St. Stephen has given clear and un- 


; deniable Evidence in virtue of his Miracles, that 
the Prophet ſpoken of by Moſes, was JESUS 


CHRIS r. 


II. I $HALL prove, That the Infideliy of 
the Jews not believing in St. Stephen in virtue 
of his Miracles, is no real Objection againſt the 
Authority of his Expoſition. 


HI. Is marr endeavour to ſhew, That the 
Authority of Jesvs and his Apoſtles, in vir- 
tue of the ſame Evidence of their Miracles, will 


Warrant all their ſeveral Interpretations of Moſes 


and the Prophets, IV. In 


66) 
IV. In the laſt place, I ſhall lay down ſome 
Arguments drawn from the firſt and literal In- 


terpretation of the Words of Moſes; which will 
make it appear, that the full Import of the Pro- 
phecy of Moſes cited in the Text, cannot be 
compleated in any Perſon but the Prophet IEsus. 


IN the firſt Place then, I am to prove that St. 
Stepben has given clear and undeniable Evidence 
in vertue of his Miracles, that the Prophet ſpo- 
ken of by Moſes, was Jeſus Chriſt. 

ST. Stephen has ſaid it, therefore it is 'F St. 
Peter has (aid the ſame. Jeſus began at Moſes, 


when he expounded out of the Scriptures of the 


Old Teſtament the things concerning himſelf. 
If this Place of Moſes does not refer to Chriſt, 
none more certainly will: Conſequently Moſes 
when he foretold a Prophet to ariſe like unto 
himſelf, primarily intended the Prophet Jeſus. 
Now what is the Authority of St. Stephen, 
St. Peter, or Jeſus himſelf? Is it not the Autho- 
rity of Perſons inſpir'd, commiſſion'd, and ſent 
by God? And is not the Foundation of believing 
that they are ſo, the Authority of their Miracles? 
If we reject this Proof we mult reject all Reve- 
lation; we muſt reject the Law and the Pro- 
phets; they both ſtand upon this ſure and only 
Foundation. 

Wren therefore the Men of the five Syna- 
gogues oppos'd the Martyr of this Day, when 
they plainly faw him full of Faith and Power, 

and 


i 
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and doing great Miracles amongſt the People; 
they were bound either to take the Expoſitions 
which he gave of the above- cited Paſſage of 
Moſes, or to give up the Divine Authority of 
Moſes himſelf: There was no middle way. For 
in order to maintain the Authority of both, we 
mult firſt prove their Miracles. When that is 
done, the ſeveral Expoſitions which the holy 
Apoſtles and the Saint of this Day gave of the 
Law and the Prophets in their ſeveral reaſonings 
with the Fews, by this ſingle proof, ſtand upon 
the ſame Foundation, carry the ſame infallible 
Credentials of Divine Authority with the Law 
and the Prophets themſelves: moreover, proper- 
ly ſpeaking, theſe Expoſitions of Jeſus and his 


. Apoſtles are the genuine Parts and eſſential Bran- 


ches of it. 
Tx Proof of the * grounded upon Mi- 
racles, and the Expoſitions of the ſame Law aſcer- 
taind by the ſame Authority, are equally cogent, 
both infallible. 

Wur x therefore Difficulties ariſe about the 
| Senſe of any Application from the Old Scriptures 
to the New, all Perſons are bound to rely upon 
the authoritative Expoſitions of a Perſon infpir'd ; 
for as his Miracles are a Proof that he is ſent 


1 by God, ſo in virtue of the Miracles that he is 


able to work, we muſt believe that what he 
ſays, is not the Judgment of weak and fallible 
Mien, but the Senſe of God himſelf. 


Fo R 
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Fo R a Believer in Moſes therefore not to be. 
lieve in the Expoſitions of the Holy Jeſus, St. 
Peter, or St. Stephen, when authoriz'd by Mi- 
racles, is in Effect to ſay, Moſes wrought Mira- 
cles by the Power of God, and yet did not 
deliver the Commands of God to the People 
that the Prophets gave infallible Signs by their 


Miracles, that they were inſpir'd by God, and 


yet that the Prophets ſpake not as they were 
mov'd by the Spirit of God. 


IN a word, to reje& the authority of Mira- 


cles in Proof of a Divine Miſhon, is to dig up 
the Foundation on which the Belief of all Reve- 
lation muſt reſt "Tis to rejett the Evidence 
which the Wiſdom of God has made uſe of in all 


Ages, in Proof of any Meſſage to be deliver'd to 


his Creatures; and which therefore muſt be the 


Sin which God charg'd' upon the Jews, of 


making him a Liar, becauſe they believed not 
the rider (of Works chiefly) which he had 
given them of his Son. 

Bur it may be ask'd, Is the Atteſtation of 
Miracles alone ſufficient to prove the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion? Will this ſingle Pillar 
ſupport the whole Fabrick of a new Revelation, 
and ſtand againſt the joint Oppoſition of both 
Jew and Gentile ? 

IN Anſwer to this, we declare; That as a Mi- 
racle is a wonderful Effect evident to our Senſes, 
wroughr by a real change in ſome fix d Law of 
Nature, ſo we do i1fift upon it, that if God 


governs the World by his Providence, tis not 
* 


* 
« 
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:. 1 poſſible for any Being to work a Miracle, or 
t. aeg the Laws of created Nature, without 
i- leave from the Governor of the World: And 
this will lead us to judge, that when the Laws 
t Of Nature are viſibly chang'd, ſuſpended, or con- 
„ tradicted, there is Demonſtration given either 
ir of an immediate Effect of the Finger of God, 
d or a ſure ſign of an Authority delegated to a 


e j Perſon commiſſion'd by himſelf; or laſtly, leave 
given to ſome Evil Spirit fo to do, for ſome 
= __ wiſe End of his Providence. Speak, O Man, if 


p thou canſt find any Power in Nature, that can 
= _ poilibly alter the ſettled Laws by which God 
Ee governs the World, but what muſt come out of 


11 the Kingdom of God, or by his leave through 
o the Kingdom of Darkneſs. 


e Lr us take this Definition of a Miracle 
* along with us, and we are ſure that a Revela- 
t tion atteſted by Miracles, which does not pro 

d _ mote Immorality, or contradict the Natural No- o- 


tions we have of God, or in any part of it 
f deſtr oys the Faculties of our Underſtanding, will 
f Naeh reſt upon this Evidence: For all things 


r wharſoever, whether indifferent, probable, or 
v 3 poſſible in themſelves, muſt demand our Aſſent, 
h 1 when atteſted by Miracles: Much more fo, a 


i Revelation evidently promoting the Honour o? 
: 4 


1 3 | God, and exalting the Nature of Man to a; 
„ great Happinels as it is capable of, both here and 
f L hereafter. More then cannot reaſonably be expe. 

d 3 | Ted, Take away this, and there is no Anthority 
= C left 
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left to vindicate the Miſſion of Moſ#s, or the 
ſeveral Commiſſions granted to the Prophets ſent 
from time to time to the People of //rael. 

Bur here we affirm; tho' we often join 
the Doctrine of the Holy Jeſus with his Mi- 
racles, to eſtabliſh his Divine Miſſion, that 
his Miracles when rightly attended to, will af- 
ford us an independent Argument for his Miſh- 
on, without the Conſideration of his Doctrine. 


For as Jeſus did certainly change many times 


the ſtanding Laws of Nature, by which God 
governs the World: As he could command 
the Winds and the Waters, could cure Diſeaſes 


whether abſent or preſent, had Power to change 


his Body when alive into a Body ſhining like 
Light, and when dead into moſt glorious Life. 
again. As Angels were his Miniſters, and Devils 
trembled before him: In a word, as he ſhew'd 
an unlimited Empire over Heaven and Earth, 
and all created Nature; fo are we bound to be- 


lieve, that he who could do this without any 


Oppoſition made to him by other Miracles, ot 
in other words, work numberleſs Miracles ſupe- 
rior and uncontrould, muſt have the Power of 
God with him, and therefore it muſt be God's 
Will, that ſuch an one fo authoriz'd muſt be be- 
lieved on in the World. This Argument we 
ground upon our natural Notions of God, who 


would not ſuffer his Creatures to be led into in- 


vincible Error; which they muſt neceſſarily be, 


if 
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ie it be not the Will of God that his Creatures 


* ſhould believe in ſuch an one, who could alter 
or ſuſpend the Laws of Nature at his pleaſure 
without Oppoſition, and give thereby the moſt 


extraordinary Proof that can be conceiv'd, of 


ö God being with him. 


WUEN God order'd Mofes to viſit the Peo- 


ple of Iſrael in Egypt, and declare unto them 
that he was ſent by God to deliver them from 
the Hand of Pharoah 3 Moſes told the Almighty, 
that he wanted a Sign to warrant his Commiſſion 
to the People: God granted his Requeſt. And 
when he had made his Report to the People, 


and did his Signs before them, the People be- 


| liev'd in vertue of this Evidence only. Exod. xiv. 


31. And when he was attack'd in Egypt with 


the Sorcerers by their Signs in the Execution of 


his Office, he vindicated his Miſſion with the 
Evidence of ſuperior Miracles. Exod. vii. 4.12. 
With an uncontroul'd Miracle, Elijah convinc'd 


the People in the fight of Baal's Prieſts, that he 
was a Prophet of the moſt High. 1 Kings x. 
For the ſameReaſon did Nicodemus well obſerve, 
that Jeſus was a Teacher ſent from God, for no 


Man could do the Works that he did, unleſs God 
was with him. Tho' Unbelievers then labour in 
every Age to weaken our Faith, we are ſure 
they can never invalidate this cow and cogent 


Truth, That Jeſus muſt demand our Belief in his 
Nevins Miſſion for his very works ſake. Let 


them take which part they will, and view either 
C 2 the 
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the Miracles of the Holy Jeſus, join'd with his 


Doctrine, in Proof of his Miſſion; or the Mira- 


cles only, as an independent Evidence of it; ei- 


ther way, we have undeniable Proof that he was 


ſent by God, and therefore his Doctrine infalli- 
bly true. 


Ir Miracles then ſaperior and ancontrou? d, be 


(as 1 hope I have prov'd they are) an independent 


Evidence of a divine Miſſion, then are we bound 
to place our Belief in Jeſus as a Teacher ſent 
from God, previous to our Examination of the 
diſtinct Nature of each particular Doctrine that 
he taught. For indeed, was it requiſite for eve- 
ry Man to examine each Doctrine thoroughly, 
before he receiv'd it as an Article of Faith, what 
ſlow Progreſs would Religion have made in the 


World? Nor can I think that God deſign'd it 
ſhould be ſo in the Revelation made by his Son; 
- which being deſign'd to take in the whole Maſs 


of Mankind, the Generality of which could ne- 
ver have had Leiſure or Abilities for ſuch a par- 
ticular Enquiry, ought therefore to have ſome 
plain and certain Marks of Divine Autho- 
rity atteſting the whole laid before them, in or- 


der to build their Faith upon; a ſure Foundation 
for which, I take Miracles ſuperior and uncon- 


groul'd to be 


Every Man muſt allow, that God 3 
ES his Creatures ſhould rely upon his Au- 


thority, and ſubmit to his Will, when ſuffici- 
ently made known to them; and we have as un- 


doubted 
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doubted Evidence of Divine Authority in grant. 
ing ſuperior Miracles, without any prevailing 

Oppoſition made to them, in proof of a Perſon ſent 

by him, as if we heard him ſpeaking by his own 

Voice from Heaven. 

WV IXI ſuch kind of Faith, did the Patriarch 
Abraham merit the tranſcendent Honour of be- 
ing called the Father of the Faithful; for when 

| = had clear Evidence of a Promiſe made by God, 
he believed in what he thought himſelf e 
ble, viz. That he ſhould have a Son by his Wife 
| Sarah, after it had ceas'd to be with her after the 

manner of Women. And tho'it might ſeem con- 
trary to his natural Notions of the Divine Na- 
ture, for God to order him to give up his own 
Son in Sacrifice to him, yet againſt hope, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, he believ'd in hope; he ſtagger d not, 
like modern Unbelievers, at the promiſe of God, 
but was ſtrong in the faith, giving glory to Cod; and 
therefore it was imputed to him for righteouſneſs. 
 WHEREFORE ſhall the Apoſtle conclude 
this Head, who aſſures us, That the tranſcendent 
Faith of Abraham was not recorded for his ſake 
alone, but for us alſo, to whom it ſhall be imputed s 
if we believe in Jeſus, in vertue of his Miracles, 


chictly! that ſuperior one of his riſing from the dead, 
Rom. iv. 20. 


NoTwITHSTANDING all this, the Jews, who 
heard his Doctrine, and ſaw his Wonders, yet 
would not believe: Which brings me to the ſe- 
cond Head propos'd, wherein I ſhall prove, That 


the 
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the. Jews not believing in St. Stephen in virtue of 
his Miracles, is no real Objection againſt the Au- 


thority of his Expoſition of the Paſſage in the 
Text, in reference to Jeſus the Meſſiah. 

THE Jews knew very well, that Miracles 
muſt be wrought by the Power of God, or the 
Aſſiſtance of the Devil. If they admitted the 
Miracles then of any Perſon, they knew they 
were felf-condemn'd, if they did not receive his 
Doctrine. To avoid that, in reference to the Mi- 


racles wrought in proof of Jeſus the Meſſiah, lo! 


they imputed the Miracles to the Aſſiſtance of 
the Devil. 


Bur what Man in his Senſes can believe, that 
Feſus wrought Miracles by the Aſſiſtance of the 


Devil, who, by the whole Tenor of his Life, 
Converſation, Miracles, Death, and Sufferings, 


was rooting out of the Bodies and Souls of Men 
the Power and Dominion of the Devil? For if 


Satan caſt out Satan, how can his Kingdom ſtand? 
Which brings us to a Concluſion drawn accord- 


to the ſtricteſt Rules of Reaſoning by our Savi- 
our; FI then caſt out Devils by the Spirit of God, 
no doubt is the kingdom of God come upon you. 
WIEN Moſes offer'd his Miracles in proof 
of a Commiſſion granted to redecin the People 
of Iſtael out of Egypt, ſuch a divine Commiſſion, 


atteſted by the bare Evidence of Miracles, met 


with no Oppoſition from the Paſſions of the Peo- 
ple: But with the more noble Commiſſion of 
Jeſus it was not ſo. 


LET 
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f Lr any one read over the Hiſtory of the 
” Goſpel with Attention, and he will ſoon find 
> _ from whence the Infidelity of the Jews took its 
* Riſe; not for want of Evidence in the Goſpel, 

sor the Miracles of Jeſus being prov'd beyond Ex- 
- | ception. Such an one will ſoon find they diſ- 
- lik'd the Character of the holy Jeſus; they de- 
7 ſpiſed the Meekneſs, Humility, and low Eſtate 
$ of the Saviour of the World; therefore they op- 
- pos d his Miracles. E 
Hay Jeſus come in that Pomp and Majeſty 
they expected, had he bow'd the Necks of their 


Enemies before them, put them in poſſeſſion of 
the Roman Empire, and made them the great 
Favourites of an earthly Monarch, laying a con- 
i quer'd World at his Feet. Ez 
- Hap he come, in a word, with a Deſign not 
to ſubdue, but to gratify the Pride, the Luſi, 
; and other Paſſions of corrupted Nature; would 
= the Jews of old, or their unbelicving Brethren 
in our Days, made ſuch Exception to Miracles, 
as Evidences of his divine Miſſion? Should we 
| have ſeen ſo much Pains taken to ſet Moſes and 
the Prophets at variance with Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles; ſo much Overſight induſtriouſſy us'd 
to avoid the cogent Proofs of many Prophecies 
literally fulfill'd in Jeſus; and ſuch Cavils thrown 
at the authoritative Expoſitions of the allegori- 
Cal ones, as they ſtand explain'd by Jeſus and his 
Apoſtles? | 


N or 
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N 0 r ſo was the bleſſed Jeſus treated by thoſe 


Diſciples, who accompany'd their Maſter in the 
way to Emaus, when he began at Moſes, and 
expounded all the Prophecies concerning him- 
ſelf. 


Tusk faid one to another, ow did our 
hearts burn within us, when he talked with us by 


the way! Their Hearts burnt within them in- 
deed, but not with Indignation, as if they had 
detected an Impoſtor; but the full and clear 
Conviction offer'd to their Minds out of their 
own Scriptures, from the Unity of Prophecy 
wonderfully concurring in the Holy Jeſus, in- 
flam'd their Souls with the moſt ardent Love, 
and Joy inexpreſſible. 

Wir the ſame joyful Conviction were the 
noble Bereans fill'd, when they had ſearch'd with 
candid and ingenuous Tempers, for the Truth of 
what St. Paul had prov'd out of their own Scrip- 
tures concerning Jeſus the Meſſiah. 

Tre Evidence for the Chriſtian Religion, is 
the ſame it ever was ſince the Promulgation of 
it; and in ſome Reſpects increas'd by Time, by 


the Miracle of its Propagation, and the Com- 


pletion of the Prophecies of Jeſus in the Deſtru- 


Ciion of Jeruſalem. But Men are not always fitly 


diſpos'd to receive it; and till they are, in vain 
do we labour to demonſtrate its Truth from the 
cogent Evidence of Prophecy and Miracle. 
LET Men plant in themſelves a Love of di- 
vine Knowledge, join'd with an ardent Diſpoſi- 
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(17) 
Lion to make uſe of all ſuch Methods as tnay 
bring them to it: Let them prepare for reading 
divine Authors, with the ſame Induſtry they 
would for prophane; ſtudy the learned Langua- 
ges; uſe proper Comments on the Text, chiefly 
thoſe who lived neareſt the Times when the 
Books were wrote: Above all, conſider the A- 
nalogy of Faith; and, what is the beſt Comment; 


make Scripture comment upon itſelf. 


No Knowledge in the World, is ſo noble in 


itſelf, fo agreeable in the Purſuit, or fo uſeful in 


all its Parts, as the Knowledge of that Wiſdom 
which came down from above; but then Men 
muſt be conducted herein, with the ſame Pati- 
ence they are in all other, by thinking calmly, 
ſearching diligently, and examining fairly. 

LE Men not think it too great a Burden, if 
from their very Entrance into all religious En- 
quiries, they are directed to poſſeſs one heavenly 
Grace at leait z I mean an humble Frame of Spi- 


Tit: The ſalutary Aid of this fingle Virtue, will 


teach them where to begin; how to procced, 
and when to ſtop. This will carry their Reaſon 
to its utmoſt Line, and then direct them to caſt 
down every Imagination that exalteth itſelf too 
far againſt the Knowledge of God. 

Tris ſingle Virtue habitually ſeated in the 
Soul, is not directed to prepare Mankind for be- 


heving Contradictions, but to yield an Aſſent of 


both Will and Judgment, to Truths reveal'd by 
God, even where the Mind cannot fathom all 
D the 
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the ſeveral Modes and Relations of it: For the 
Foundation of believing in the myſterious part 


of Chriſtianity, is the Evidence we have that it 


comes from God. And for a Proof of this, we 


are bound to rely upon the ſacred Volume, well 


atteſted, and ſufficiently promulged. 

To Humility, let Men join Purity of Spirit, 
as two indiſpenſible Qualifications neceſſary to 
prepare them for the Reception of divine Know- 
ledge. a 

HERE we ask no more than Plato or Socrates 


enforc'd upon their Diſciples: They have ſaid 


over and over the ſame Things with Solomon, 
'That where the Soul is polluted, there Wiſdom 
will not enter; for Senſuality, and an inordinate 
Uſe of the Paſſions, greatly weaken the Powers 
of the Soul, and hinder her from perceiving the 


Agreement of her own Ideas. 


W rar theſe great Men taught their Scho— 
lars, the ſame has our great Maſter taught his 
Diſciples, 'That if they would obtain that Wiſ⸗ 
dom that comes down from above, they muſt 
firſt cleanſe the Soul from all Filthineſs : Bleed 
are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God; ſee 


him not only in the beatific Viſion, in company 


with glorify'd Saints above, but they ſhall have 
lively Senſations of him in this Life. 

PVURIT of Heart fits Men for this many 
Ways; chiefly, as it invites the Holy Spirit to 
come down and dwell with ſuch: Thar Spirit 
which ſcarcheth the deep Things of God, will 


accompany 
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accompany their Underſtandings in the habitual 


Perſeverance in Virtue, till they find themſelves 
carry*d ſo far into the Senſe and Conviction of 
all the neceſſary, venerable, and ſublime Parts of 
Chriſtianity, that they will no more doubt of the 
Truth of them, than if the virtue of believing 
was chang'd into the Power of a Demonſtration. 
An Aſſurance of this, I think, we have, John xiv. 


23. If any man loves me, and keeps my words, my 


Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 
make our abode with, and manifeſt our ſelves unto 
him. From which we may obſerve, That no ſu- 
rer does the well-grounded Faith produce and 
carry us on to the moſt exalted Habits of Virtue, 
than ſuch Habits of Virtue diſpoſe and raiſe up 
the Mind to the moſt exalted Notions of Faith. 

Wir Ha Love of Divine Knowledge then, 
and an ardent Deſire to make uſe of all proper 
Means to obtain it; with Humility to ſubject the 
Willand Underſtanding to the plain Evidences of 
the Will of God, and a Soul throughly purg'd 
from all 8 let us go out to meet the 
Holy Jeſus, the pretended Meſſiah. 

Tux firſt Evidence we offer for this Character, 


are his Miracles, ſaperiur and uncontroul'd. 


View this Argument fairly on all ſides, judge 
ſincerely whether any one not empower'd by the 
Governor of the World, could ſuſpend the Laws 
of Nature at his Will, without Oppoſition, and 
make Effects ariſe contrary to the natural Cauſes 
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of Things. Examine him riſen from the Dead, 
and then tell us, Whether a dead Man can riſe 
to Life again, without the Aſſiſtance of God? 
If not, Whether God would give ſuch Powers 
to one who made a falſe Claim, who had not a 


real Title to all thoſe glorious Characters he aſ- 


ſum'd? The principal of which was, that he was 
the Son of God, and the promis'd Meſſiah of the 
Fows. 1 

Ha p Jeſus been an Impoſtor, Whether God 
would have led Mankind into invincible Error in 
ſuch an important Affair, and have given that 


very Proof to Jeſus in raiſing him from the Dead? 


Which Proof he appeal'd to before his Death, 

in teſtimony of every thing elſe he had ſpoken bo 
them. 

Lr us conſider aright the Spirit of Prophe- 
cy, and {ce whether all the prophetick Marks do 
not meet with a wonderful Harmony in the Pere 

{on of ſeſus. 

Doxs not Jeſus anſwer the Hopes God gave 
loſt Man after their Tranſgreſſion? Have not all 
Nations Power of receiving the Promiſe made to 
Abrahaia, Iſaac, Jacob, and David, in the ſame 


Words, That in their ſced all nations of the earth 


ſhould be blefſed ? If Jelus does not convey the 
Hopes of this Promiſe, then is the whole World, 
which now licth in Wickedneſs, under the de- 


plorable State of natural Religion only, without 


Security that God can or will accept the re- 
rurning Sinner. | 


1s 
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Is not the Promiſe made to Judah likewiſe, 
concerning his Tribe, accompliſh'd in Jeſus? 
And has not the Fruit of David's Body, in the 
Perſon of Chriſt rhe God-Man, began a Reign 
long ſince, which will laſt for evemrore? 

SPEAK, O Man! whoſoever thou art, if 

thou canſt think of any Perſon in the World 
that can rival the bleſſed Jeſus, in filling up the 
Meaſure of theſe great Promiſes. Or any one 
that can reconcile the Language of the Prophets, 
where two ſeemingly contrary Characters are de- 
{crib'd, belonging to one Perſon; That there ſhould 
be one born to miſery and aſfliction, to be bruis'd for 
the iniquity of others; a new kind of Prieſt, offering 
up himſelf in ſacrifice ; to have his grave appointed 
with the wicked, but io be with the rich in his 
death or burial: after death to prolong his days, to 
&rvide his portion with the great; to have a throne 
eſtabliſh'd in righteouſneſs and judgment for ever 
more. The Glories and Sufferings, the trium- 
phant Death and Reſurrection, proves it all. 
W uo but the God-Man can challenge the 
Honour promis'd to the little City of Bethlehem, 
That out of thee ſhall ariſe one, a ruler, whoſe goings 
forth have been from old, from everlaſting ? 

We delire not to Advert the clear and un- 
doubted Meaning of the Prophets, but to have 
them fairly examin'd by the Rules of com- 
mon Senſe, the ſettled Rules of Grammar and 
: Criticiſm: Upon theſe Rules, we ask how the 
' Light and Salvation promis'd ſo often by God in 

2  Jfaiab, 
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F/aiah, to the ends of the earth, the new Cove- 
zant by Jeremiah; that the Gods of the Heathen, 
mention'd by Zephaniah, ſhould be famiſb'd; by 
Malachi, That from the riſing of the ſun, even to 
the going down of the ſame, pure incenſe ſhould be 
fer d to his name, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts: When 
ever theſe great and important Events were or 
can be fulfill'd, but in the Call of the Gerzzles 
thro” Jeſus? And will not the Coming of Jeſus, 
fulfil the preciſe Time, when theſe and other 
great Events ſpoken of by Daniel were to hap- 
pen? 
Ina word, Let any one fit to examine, 


carefully read over the twelve Literal Prophecics 
produc'd by the Learned Biſhop in Vindication 


of the Meſſiah, and judge according to the ſet- 
tled Rules of Grammar and Criticiſm, whether 
the Meaning is not natural, clear, and conſiſtent, 
emting with a wonderful Harmony in the Per- 
On of Jeſus. Let ſuch an one, together with the 


Biſhop's Defence, read over the oppoſite Reaſo- 


ning of the Author of the Scheme; and tell me 
upon the Foot of prophetic Teſtimony, contro- 
verted between them in a View of theſe twelve 
Prophecies ; whether a Man in his Wits, would 


be puzzled to determine on which ſide the Truth 


les. For my part, I cannot help thinking, that 


he who can part with Chriſtianity, led by the 


Expoſitions of this Author, muſt have a ſtrong 


Averſion, not to Chriſtian Truth only, but in- 


deed to common denſe, 
As 
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As all theſe Prophetic Marks, with many others, 
given in /undry Manners, and 1n Ages widely dif- 


7 ferent from cach other, were deſign'd by God 


to open a gradual Light into the great Event 


2 amongſt his peculiar People; to preſerve the Ex- 


pectation of, and invigorate their Faith in him, 


; from whom all their ſubſtantial Bleſſings were 


to come; ſo do they by a wonderful Harmony 


; throughout, afford both them and usa permanent 
Proof, to diſtinguiſh Jeſus at his arrival to be 


the Meſſiah, from any falſe Pretender to that 
Name. = | 

View with Humility and Reverence the Do- 
ctrines which Jeſus taught: What account is 


there given of the Nature of God himſelf? 
What depths of his Wiſdom, how great Riches of 
his Love are unfolded? Behold the Conduct of 
his Providence thro” all Ages of the World, in 
the Steps taken for the Salvation of Min, till ar 
length the whole Scheme was unfolded in the 
Death and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. 


SUCH knowledge of God was paſt Man's fin- 


f ding out; ſuch decp things of God mult pro- 
2 ceed from the Spirit of God himielf. 


BEHOL D in the ſame Sacred Volume, the 


way for weak and ſinful Man to make himſelf 
acceptable to his injur'd Sovereign: How are 
the Rules preſcrib'd fitted to reform his nature 
and compie:« his Happineſs; no leſs are they 
than a perrect Copy of thoſe excellent Attributes 


WC 
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ve learn from Reaſon and Revelation to be inhc- 


rent in the Divine Nature. 

THe Perſon therefore that comes upon ſo 
gracious an Errand, as to reveal ſuch unſearcha- 
ble Wiſdom, to reconcile loſt Man to his Maker, 
and by a perfect Body of Laws to reform his 
Manners z in a word, as far as poſſible to make 


Man like God both in Wiſdom and Happineſs, 


and whoſe Example taught us the poſſibility of | 


obeying them; ſurely by this fingle Proof offers 
a ſtrong Preſumption, that he comes from God. 


But when ſuch Doctrine is atteſted by ſuch Mi- 
racles; when ſuch Words as never Man ſpoke, are 


added to ſuch things as never Man did, and confir- 
med by the Spirit of Prophecy; Men can want 
no farther Evidence to judge from whence ſuch 


Doctrines proceed, but tranſcribing them into 


their Hearts; whereupon they would aſſuredly 
feel, what Spirit it was that reveal'd them. And 
till they can be prevail'd with heartily to embrace 
this laſt Evidence, in vain do we labour to defend 
Miracles or Prophecies; but muſt look elſewhere, 
and carry our Thoughts to the common Origin 


of Infidelity z where we ſhall too often find it, 


and from whence it certainly flow'd amongſt the 
Fews, even from the Corruption of their Hearts. 
WuHen this is the Cauſe, Evidence much 


ſtronger than is pretended for the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, even the demonſtrative Evidence of Ma- 
thematicks, would not convince, 
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It has been judiciouſly obſery'd, that was 
Mankind as much interefted in the Principles 


of Mathematicks, as they are in the Concluſion 
of Truths of a Religious Nature; were there 


Rules directing the Government of our Paſſions, 
or the Conduct of our Lives, dependant on the one, 
as there are upon the other: Did Ambition or 


Senſuality, our Hopes and Fears, mingle with this 
Science; The demonſtrative Charge of Mathe- 
matical Evidence, as unconteſted as it now ſeems 


] to be, would in all probability have been as much 


the Subject of Debate, as now we find Mora- 
lity, Politicks, or Divinity. 

Fairy indeed we mult allow, as far as bare 
Perception is concern'd in it, to be the proper 
Object of the Underſtanding z yet let the Holy 
Scripture explain the Nature of this Duty to 
us. 

Wu 1s believing in Scripture call'd a Fir- 
zue; and Faith, by St. Paul, the obedience of Faith ? 
Is it not from the Share the Will has, in con- 
ducting the Underſtanding aright? Could Faith 


2 extort the Approbation of the Underſtanding, 


without the Conſent of the Will; where is the 
Obedience? *Tis choice that makes the Merit 
tis the Conſent of the Will heartily concurring 
with the Underſtanding, and the whole Pacul- 
tics of the Soul united with Reſolution to bear 
any Difficulty, in order humbly to apprehend 


the Truth and Sublimity of the Object; and 


Then to yiew an hearty Suomuſlion both of Will 
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and Judgment to the Wiſdom of God, that 


gives Faith all its tranſcendent Titles. And in 
the ſhare that the Will has with the Underſtan- 
ding, in applying the Mind to theſe things, is 
founded the Equity by which God proceeds to 
puniſh the Demerit of Unbelievers. From hence 


we are taught to judge of the Value of many 
different Opinions viſible amongft thoſe who lay 


equal Claim to the true Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. 
For let Men within the Light of the Goſpel talk 
of Sincerity under any Error of Opinion in Mat- 
ters of Faith, and plead their ſeveral Pretences to 
this great Virtue with never ſo much warmth; 


yet if thro' Lazineſs on one Hand, or an implicit » 


Obedience to great Names on the other; if thro? 
Paſſion, Luſt, or over-Zeal for a Party; they 
have neglected to proſecute the proper Methods 
neceſſary to ground the Belief of the Truth; if 
Light hath ſprung into their Minds on a ſudden 
from the bright Beams of a preſent worldly In- 
tereſt: In all theſe Cafes they do the ſame as 
| ſhut their Eyes wilfully to the Reception of the 
Truth: And tho' ſuch Errors paſs in the World 
by the ſpecious Name of innocent Errors of the 


Underſtanding, yet the ſole Cauſe lies in the 


Corruption of the Will. 

THERE cannot be a more fatal Deluſion 
than this; for a Man to fit down contented, and 
ſay, he cannot believe an Article of Faith, when 


he plainly might, would he take 8 Pains; 


or ſay he cannot ſee, when he has plain Light 


before 
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before him: To imagine we want Evidence 
within the glorious Light of theGoſpel ſhining 
around us, is to charge God fooliſhly, to affront 
his Wiſdom, and caſt that Reproach upon his 
„ Honour in the Manner the Jews did, when God 
. 2} charg'd that People with making bis a liar, be- 
„ } cauſe they refus d to ſubmit to the Evidence, 
„ 7 which God had given to the World of his Son, 
„and the Doctrines taught by him. 

- 3 AMONGST all the Cauſes mention'd in holy 
. } Scripture for not believing in Jeſus the Meſſiah, 


1 
f 
8 
: 9 
9 
? 
£8 
4 ' 
1 1. - 
1 
] 


» © Ido not remember any but what is fairly charge- 
; } able upon the Will and Paſſions of Men, 
c where - ever the Light of the Goſpel was ſuffici- 
” } ently preach'd. 


Fel had not come and ſpoken to them, ſays the 
s © bleſſed Jeſus, they had not had Sin; but now they 
f ©! have no cloak for their ſin of Infidelity, Joh. xv. 22. 
n is the Doctrine of Proteſtants, that all 
Points neceſſary to Salvation, are fully and clear- 
5 I revealed in the Holy Scriptures: And can we 
e imagine, that the good God who made Man, and 
d perfectly knows how far his Abilities will reach, 
e when he ſent his Son into the World to make a 
e perfect Revelation of his Will to the whole 
World, would leave it unfiniſhed with regard to 
n dhe Evidence; or fix it upon ſuch Proof, as the 
d ordinary Capacities of Mankind could not with 
n proper Application comprehend? And then will 
$3 be not ſeverely puniſh, any Neglect in our nor 
w Þ} Atending cert to it? 
re. ] E 2 Preach © 
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Preach my Goſpel (ſays the Saviour of the 
World to his Apoſtles) to every creature. He that be- 
lieveth and is baptiz'd fhall be ſav'd; and he that 
believeth not, ſhall be damn d, when he has heard 
it openly preach'd to him. 

THESE things ſhould teach us, who live 
(bleſſed be God) in a Chriſtian Country, to be 
very careful, how we preach up, or pronounce 
the Errors of Men innocent, with regard to the 
Fundamentals of Chriſtianity z or charge thoſe 
Errors upon the Underſtanding, which are wholly 
ſcated in the Corruption of the Will. 

Bur to return where I left off. I ſaid that 
a pretended Revelation will ſtand ſure upon the 
Evidence of Miracles Superior and Uncontroul d. 
Let this then be the Concluſion. 

Ir Miracles Superior and UncontrouPd, will 
clearly eſtabliſh a new Law, they muſt carry the 
fame Authority in expounding an old or ante- 
cedent one; for as both, when atteſted by ſupe- 
rior Miracles, are prov'd to be dictated by the holy 
Spirit, ſo the holy Spirit becomes undeniably the 


beſt Interpreter of himſelf; from whence it equal- 
ly follows, that the ſeveral Expoſitions of Jeſus 


and his Apoſtles in virtue of their Miracles, muſt 
be allow'd to be certain Interpreters of Moſes 
and the Prophets; and therefore we are bound to 
ſubmir to their authoritative Deciſions, or ſhew 
that their Miracles are not valid. There is no 
middle way. They muſt both ſtand and fall to- 
geth - 


BuT 
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Bur we maſt go a ſtep farther, before we 
can conclude this Argument; and take notice of 
a Claim made by the Holy Jeſus, of being the 
promiſed Meſſiah, according to Moſes and the 
Prophets; for under this Head, we are told that 
Miracles cannot vindicate the Bleſſed Jeſus. 

« MIRACLES (ſays a known Unbeliever, 


& who is now liſted under the Colours of the 


« Jews to fight againſt Chriſtianity) can't make 
% a Foundation valid, which is in itſelf invalid 
« can't make a falſe Inference true; nor can they 
&« mark out a Meſſias, or Jeſus for a Meſſias, if 
ce both are not mark'd out in the Old Teſta- 
* ment.” 

Maxx well the Adverſary here, and ſee how 
he endeavours to clude the cogent Evidence of 
Miracles ſuperior and uncontroul'd, and to put the 


LA 


whole Evidence of Chriſtianity on the Teſtimo- 


ny of the Old Teſtament. 
T Hus when our Adverſary has brought us to 
fix the whole Evidence of Chriſtianity on Moſes 
and the Prophets, poſſibly he may deny then the 
Divine Authority of Moſes and the Prophets them- 
ſelves; and ſo intend, at one Blow, to deſtroy 
both Revelations. To rid him of this 'Troublc, 
we can ſhow him, That the Religion of Jeſus 
has a cogent Proof independent on the Religion 
of Moſes, viz. Miracles ſuperior and ancontroul'd : 
Which great Foundation, is the firſt Proof of 
the Commiſſion of Jeſus, and undeniably ſure : 
Let him deſtroy this if he can. And in this Me- 
thod 
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thod of Argument, we affirm, That Jeſus having 
prov'd his own Miſſion, will aſcertain that of 
Moſes by his own Teſtimony ; the latter Reve- 
lation will atteſt the former; and fo both Reve- 
lations will ſtand, not on the Teſtimony of Moſes, 
but the undoubted one of Jeſus. 

To the Evidence of Miracles ſuperior and un- 


controul d, the great Teſtimony of Jeſus, he can 
ſay nothing; and tho' we challenge him to fix 


the Charge of Falſhood on the prophetick Te- 
ſtimony of Jeſus, yet he hopes greatly to perplex 
the Arguments offer'd in Proof of it. 

WA rational Pleaſure thinking Beings pro- 
poſe, who labour to root the Religion of Jeſus 
out of the World, I am at a loſs to judge: Be 
their own Views to themſelves. For my part, 
before I part with Chriſtianity, I ſhall make one 
Declaration in its Favour, 'That as it compre- 
hends the moſt aſtoniſhing Offers of Loving-kind- 
neſs, that infinite Love can make to a ſinful 
World; that as the injur'd Lord of the Uni- 
verſe is there repreſented, reconciling the whole 
Race of Adam to himſelf, by the Mediation of 
the moſt painful Sufferings of his only Son: 
That as he offers therein the Gifts of his Spirit 


as an Earneſt of, and left the Goſpel as the Charter 


of eternal Salvation to every true Believer; fo 
nothing ſhall wreſt ſuch great and glorious Hopes 


from me, but ſhowing the Scheme to ſtand 
charg'd with the direct Proof of Falſhood, to 
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85 I be repugnant to Common Senſe, and the Belief 
f of it deſtructive to all the Faculties of our Minds. 


2 | Fon in the great Teſtimonies of Jeſus, we lay 
- our firſt Foundation on Miracles ſuperior and un- 
55 SN and conſider Jeſus in Poſſeiſion there- 


: I: of a full, ſtable, and direct Proof, a Bottom 

» that will bear the Weight of his whole Revela- 
mn lation. We therefore call upon the Man that 

= 2 _ pra Jeſus affirm'd a Falſhood, to ſhow it: 
* This Proof given, will ſhow that Jeſus came 
* from God. Let the Unbeliever fix any direct 
1 Proof of Falſhood upon Jeſus, if he can, that will 


_ bar this Proof; or ſnow how it is conſiſtent with 0 
us the Juſtice or Goodneſs of God, to give the Sign ; 
3e of Miracles ſuperior and uncontrouPd to Jeſus , jo 
t. which is the ſtrongeſt Proof we can conceive h 
NC that God is capable of fixing to a Commiſſion | 
granted by himſelf, if God did not deſign we . 
d- 2? ſhould believe on him. Direct Proofs then we 6 
ul expect againſt ſuch direct Proofs; and till that 0 
- : , 


be done, our Faith in Jeſus muſt remain unſha- 
le ken. 

of | 1 AND J humbly ſubmit it to be conſider” d, 
n: Whether if any Contrariety ſhould really appear 
rit between Moſes and Jeſus, Moſes is capable of 
ter I briogiog a direct Charge of Falſhood upon Jctus ? 
ſo br Common Senſe would lead us to think, that 
pes in ſuch a Contrariety, the Charge of Falſhood i 
nd own fall upon that Perſon whoſe Miſſion is ſup- | 7 
to ported with the leſs Authority, and that 1 is donbt- 

be les the Authority of Moſes. 


Bur 
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Bur here I beg leave not to be ads 
ſtood; I am not for weakening the Teſtimony of 


Moſes and the Prophets 1 in Defence of the Miſſion 


of Jeſus, but giving them their true and proper 
Evidence. 


I am willing that Jeſus ſhould be examin'd 


before Moſes and the Prophets, and that the Ex- 
amination be made according to the juſt Rules 


of Grammar and Criticiſm, upon the Words of 


eyes and the Prophets. 


In this Method of defending Chriſtianity, we | 


place, in order, fit, The Miracles of Jeſus ſupe- 


rior and uncontrould; becaule they are a clear and 


unſhaken Evidence of his Miſſion, a very obvi- 


ous and direct Proof it. 
IN the next place, We offer in Proof of his 


Meſſiahſnip, the Teſtimony of Moſes and the 
Prophets. Here Common Senſe, the juſt Rules 


of Grammar and Criticiſm, join'd with Hiſtory 


and Contexture of Diſcourſe, ſhall interpret for 


Us. 


UNDER this Head we prove, That ma- 
ny Prophecies apply'd to Jeſus, can, by theſe 4 


Rules, in the full Extent of Words, belong to 
none but him: Others, by the help of theſe 


r 


7 £& YN 2 * n 3 8 
eee eee eee 


E 


Rules, probably may; and others, again, poſſi- ö 


bly only. But when the Application is from the 
Rules of Grammar and Criticiſm, either proba- 
ble or poſſible, when apply'd to Jeſus the Meſſi- 
ah, we have Authority to ſay, That they muſt 
belong to Jeſus: And that is what I Po to 
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ſhew in the 7hird Place, viz. That the Miracles 


of Jeſus and his Apoſtles, will vindicate all the 


Interpretations of Moſes and the Prophets. 

IS ALD, that the glorious Scheme of Chriſti- 
anity will ſtand ſure on Miracles, with the Teſti- 
mony of Moſes and the Prophets: and that nothing 
can invalidate this Proof, but ſhewing the Evi- 
dence in either Part, to be repugnant to com- 
mon Senſe, or deſtructive of our rational Facul- 
ties. 

MaiNnTAIN this Charge, or bring a direct 


Proof of Falſhood upon either Part, and J am 


convinc'd. 
AND how is the Charge of direct Falſhood to 
be maintain'd againſt our direct Proofs ? Is it 


becauſe Jeſus and his Apoſtles do not always quote 


the Letter of the Law and the Prophets in proof 
of Jeſus the Meſſiah? That inſtead of the prima- 
ry, literal, and moſt obvious Senſe of the Law 
and the Prophets, they adopt a ſecondary, re- 
mote, or allegorical one in its Place? Is it be- 
cauſe they apply to Jeſus Words of the Old Te- 
ſtament, which may be apply'd to other Perſons 


and Events? And what is more, put a Senſe up- 
on Words often foreign to the Purpoſe from 

7 whence they are taken, or not conſonant to the 
apparent Intention of the Perſon or Perſons who 
7 ſpoke them? 


IN all theſe Caſes, we ſhall prove there is no 


Hurt done, and Chriſtianity may be very ſafe 
under all theſe Exceptions. 
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( 34 ) 
Fi Rs v then, we may affirm, That as often as 


the Letter of a Prophecy is cited by, and beſt 
ſuits with Jeſus; in all ſuch Caſes, Jeſus is pro- 


ved to be the Meſſias, by the Evidence of Pro- | 


phecy, beyond Exception. 

AGAIN, if one or more Paſſages cited out of 
the Law or the Prophets, be applied in reference 
to Jeſus, which will bear one, two, or twenty 
Senſes, if you pleaſe, tis no matter; for if a pro- 
per Senſe, or probable, or poſſible only, be taken 
and apply'd to Jeſus, then we declare this to be a 


a true Concluſion, 'That 4 probable or p oflible 
Senſe only, when apply'd by Perſons authoriz d 


by Miracles, becomes a ſure and undeniable one. 
HERE we do not deſtroy the firſt and literal 


Meaning of the Law or the Prophets; let the 


Simplicity of that generally remain with all its 
Vigor and Force: But then we eſtabliſh ano- 
ther equally certain, in virtue of the inſpir'd Au- 


thority of Jeſus and his Apoſtles, aſcertain'd and 
ſupported by Miracles. 


THERE is no way to invalidate this Proof, 
but by ſhewing, that the Law or the Prophets 
are apply'd in a Senſe repugnant to the known 


Conſtruction of Words, or deſtructive of the 
evident Concluſions of our Underſtanding. To 
ſhow this in any Inſtance, would come up to 


the Point, and at once deſtroy the commanding 


Force of Miracles: But fo long as we interpret 
within the Degrees of Poſſibility, tis undeniably Þ 
clear, that a Perſon who profeſſes to believe in 4 
Moſes, * 
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3 Moſes, on the Evidence of his Miracles, mult 
believe the Explications made upon Moſes, in 
virtue of the ſame Evidence. 
latter, he gives up the kormer: They both ſtand 
and fall together. 


If he denies the 


O can it be ſaid, that the Scheme of Chri- 


ſtianity is contrary to common Senſe, becauſe 
7 Teſus and his Apoſtles put a Senſe ſometimes 
upon the Words of the Prophets, apparently dif- 
| ferent from their Intention who Tpoke them? 
This Charge I can allow upon Jeſus and his A- 
poſtles, and yet diſpute there is no Hurt done. 
For where is the Neceſſity the Prophets ſhould | 
2 underſtand the full Extent and Meaning of every 
thing they deliver d? God tells us, Hoſea x11. 10. 
that he multiply'd viſions, and us'd ſimilitudes, by 
: the miniſtry of the Prophets: They ſpoke in ſuch 
Similitudes and Modes as the Holy Opus. di- 
rected. 


Hr Rr the Infidel Few, and they who join 


him, agree with us in the divine Inſpiration ot 
the Prophets. 
of the Words of the Prophets, may be what the 
Prophets themſelves underſtood not by the Words 
they deliver'd ; for they might ſearch and labour 
to anderſtand, what, and in what time, the things 
23 which the Spirit in them did ſigniſy, and not com- 
prcehend them: But it muſt be taken from what the 
Spirit of God himſelf ſignify'd by the Parables, 
Similitudes, Viſions, deliver'd to the Prophets; 
one of which, Daniel tells us in the laſt Chap- 
ter, Was clos'd up from him. 


The proper and full Senſe then 
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Ir then, under any part of the Law and the 0 
Prophets cited in the New Teſtament in refe- te 
rence to Jeſus, it can be prov'd in ſuch Places, c 
that the Holy Spirit, in dictating the Words of ire 
old, had no reference to Jeſus; or any Words ti 
1 ſpoken of old by the Spirit of Prophecy, in refe- tl 
. rence to the Meſſiah, cannot poſſibly be fulfill'd 4 w 
in the Character of Jeſus; then to apply ſuch ri 
Words to Jeſus, would be a plain Fraud, an Im- 0 
poſition upon the common Senſe of Mankind. © 
But fo long as the Conſtruction of Words cited in 
out of the Law and the Prophets, will bear a tl! 
Poſſible Application to him, or is not neceſſarily ir 
excluded, we inſiſt upon it, that Chriſtians act I 
with good Reaſon and Judgment, in believing *? 
that Jeſus might be intended, tho' the Prophets 
themſelves did not know it: And when the Apo- 
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ſtles ſay he was, we are bound to believe them in 
0 8 3 2 R 3 4 
| virtue of their inſpir'd Authority, as aſcertain'd by m 
| | Miracles: For this is to ſay nothing more, tan P 
| | that the Holy Spirit is the beſt Interpreter of | ! w 
l himſelf; which is a Propoſition beyond all Ex- 
i \ ception. | > Wo 


From what has been ſaid, we ſafely affirm, } S. 
| That when the Letter of the Law or . Pro- P 
= phets, is apply'd to, and beft ſuits with Jeſus, tl 


|; there Jeſus is prov'd the Meſſiah, by the Spirit 3 % 
of Prophecy, beyond Exception. Za 
| No leſs cogent and unſhaken is the Evidence th 
[ of this our Faith, when we believe in a remote v. 

Senſe of a Prophet, join'd to the firſt or literal Senſe 4 
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of his Words. Moreover, we affirm, that ſuch In- 


terpretations of the Law or the Prophets, vindi- 
cated by infpir'd Authority, do fill up the genu- 


ine Senſe and Import of them, are equally eſſen- 


tial Branches of the Law and the Prophets, with 
the Simplicity of the Letter itſelf; and are what 


| we cannot deny without denying the divine Autho- 


rity of Moſes and the Prophets themſelves, with- 


cout denying the clear and direct Proof of Mira- 
cles; provided the Words fo interpreted do not, 
in their Nature and Propriety, abſolutely exclude 
the Conſtruction put upon them : W hich, we do 
2 infiſt upon it, cannot be prov'd in any one ſingle 
* Inſtance. 


Ir this ſort of Reaſoning be allow'd me, then 


are we ſure, that in many Places the Law and 
the Prophets have a typical Meaning. The Truth 
of which, we own, is not confirm'd to us by fo 
f | many expreſs Words taken from the Law or the 
Prophets, yet by what in equitable Conſtruction 
will amount to it. 


FIRST then, I think 'tis 3 obſeryi ing, 


that the Habit the Lawgiver put on upon Mount 
Sinai, was a pretty good Indication what the 
9 People were to expect from the Revelation of 
thoſe Laws. When he ſtood on the Top of Si- 
nai, ſurrounded with Clouds and Darkneſs, it was 
2 an Intimation, by the manner of the Delivery, 
that he was not giving then an open and perfect Re- 
2 velation of his Will; as his ſpeaking out of Thun- 
der and Lightning, with all the Terror of Maje- 


15 


1 
WT i 
1 


2 —— 
— 2 


= Es 


= SEES, IE 
2 ED — . R = 3 2. E 


ccc 


— —— <-——<— SS 


— — 


_— g . _— = 

_ — 96 - — — — F 

— be - : —* b ; 22 n — 8 

— — - — 2 —— — —_ ERIE. _— * : — 

— ER NS > * F — - _ r - - - 5 2 — — 
— 2 ; Wo » 2, 0; vhs ' 2 an . 

—.— — — — — - —̃ ä 2 * B = r * * — 

— __— — _ 2 I 2 . E 


| 

| ' 
if 
i! 
i 
4 
i} 1 
1844 

| [ 
Fi 

| 


(38) 


ity, ſhow'd that the Fears of the People were to 


be awaken'd, rather than their Hopes encourag'd ; 


that the Law would bring Death and Deſtructi- 
on to the Tranſgreſſor, rather than ſuch merci- 
ful Terms, as the Promiſes of reſtoring ſinful Man 


to the Favour of God upon his Amendment. 


SECONDLY, We may obſerve, that God 
himſelf tells us by the Prophet Ho/ea, xii. 10. 
that he had multiply'd viſions, and us'd ſemilitudes, 
by the miniſiry of the Prophets; which is much 
the fame he declar'd before- hand, Numb. vii. 12. 
he would do before he ſent them, viz. that he 
would reveal himſelf to them in hard ſpeeches. 
There muſt then be expected a ſecondary or alle- 


gorical Meaning, common to the Words and Style 
of the Prophets: For to interpret Tropes, Figures, 


ſimilitudes, hard ſpeeches, according to the Letter, 
is contrary to the Genius and Propriety of all 
Language in the World; and ſuch Figures and 
Speeches they were many times, as when dicta- 


ted by the Holy Spirit to the Mouth of a Pro- 


phet, the Prophet who ſpoke them, did not un- 


derſtand them; as is plain in the Caſe of Daniel; 


ſee his laſt Chapter; and from the Words of 
Lſaiah, viii. 16. 

AGAIN, I obſerve, in proof of che typical 
Reaſoning of Jeſus and his Apoſtles upon the Law 
and the Prophets, that the old Prophets them- 


ſelves underſtood, that there was in the Law it- 


ſelf a ſublime or ſpiritual Senſe, beyond the Sim- 
plicity of the Letter. 


. | READ 


% & © 


1 


the Land of Canaan. Theſe Words of David 
can have no conſiſtent Senſe put upon them, ex- 


639) 


Rx ap the Words of David, 1 Chron. xxix. 


1. there we find him making a Prayer to God, 
and ſaying, O Lord, we are ſtrangers and ſojour- 
* zers before thee, as were all our fathers. What 
will you ſay, that David was a ſtranger and ſo- 


* journer when in Poſſeſſion of the Land of Reſt, 

and King of Canaan? No, certainly, David then 
7 muſt think that he was not in full Poſſeſſion of 
the Promiſe of God conceiv'd in the Promiſe of 


cept we interpret them, as St. Paul does the 


: Words of Jacob upon another Occaſion, name- 


; ly, That he who could call himſelf a Stranger in 


1 bas Land of Canaan, mult plainly declare, that 
he ſought a better country, that is, an heavenly one; 


of which Canaan Was only a Figure, an Earneſt, 


| ' a Type. 


A 
7 


AN if the ear rthly Canaan was plainly, i in the 

Conſtruction of an old inſpir'd Prophet, a Type 
a only of the heavenly, then was the Temple-Ser— 
vice and the Law, demonſtratively typical of better 


| : Things under the Goſpel. For the whole Pomp 


of that Law, with all its coſtly Services, could 
not perfect the Offender's Conſcience, nor ſet the 
wilful Sinner at Peace with his Maker: Much 


leſs did it propoſe any Expiation for the Sins of 
Murder and Adultery. And therefore when Da- 
vid addreſſes himſelf with humble and holy Con- 
fidence to God for Pardon under the great Offence, 
he plainly teaches us, that he rely'd upon ſome 


more 
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( 40 ) 
more powerful Sacrifice, of which the Blood of 
Bulls and of Goats was only a Type and a Pledge. 


WurN the Children of 7/ael were command- 


ed to circumciſe their Children, does this divine 
Inſtitution carry no Meaning beyond the Letter 
of the Command? Surely the Prophets imagin'd 
it did, when they order'd the Children of //-ae} 


to circumciſe their hearts: And God himſelf juſti- 


fy'd them in thinking ſo, who often declar'd, 


that he would puniſh the Jews uncircumcisd in 
Heart, and the Heathens uncircumcis'd in fleſh, toge- | 
And then do not ſuch plain Comments 
upon this holy Rite vindicate the Apoſtle, who 
carries on the ſame kind of Allegory, and ſays, 
that Circumciſion means a new Creature, and the 
whole Ceremony of it, the putting off the Sins“ 


ther. 


of the Fleſh by the Circumciſion of Chriſt. 


ON c E more; Is it poſſible to imagine, that | 
the ſeveral Parts of the Jewiſh Paſſover convey'd | 
no ſpiritual Senſe beyond the Letter? They who | 
think ſo, tell me why a bone of the paſchal lamb | 
was order'd by God ot to be broken? Take it as | 


Chriſtians do, and the Inſtitution is rational, the 


whole Feaſt prefiguring the Feaſt to be celebra- | 
ted upon the Memorials of our Saviour Jeſus | * 


_ crucity*d, when a Bone of the true paſchal Lamb 


was not broken; and the Intention of the Type 


fulfill'd in the Antitipe, thro! the very Letter of 


the Words; and the unleaven'd Bread order'd * 


therein, teaching us, that Purity and Goſpel-Sin- 
cerity, is neceſſary to a worthy Receiver. 
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LE any one read Philo, and ſee how he alle- 
| gorizes the whole Inſtitution of the 7ewiſh Paſſo- 
ver: And tho' Philo's Allegory be not the true 
ſublime Senſe of that divine Inſtitution, yet he, 


beyond Contradiction, teaches us, That the Jews 


underſtood before, and at the Coming of Jeſus, 


that there was a remote, ſecondary, or ſpiritual 


Senſe lay under the Veil, Cover, and Simplicity 
of the Letter of the Low: 


FoR my part, I think the Argument fo clear 


on the fide of typical Reaſoning upon the Old 
| Teſtament, that common Senſe mult tell us, the. 


Apoſtles of Jeſus could never have uſed this ſort 


of Reaſoning with the Jews ſo much, had it nor 


| | been a Method of interpreting SCripture, much 
practis'd amongſt them. 
Had the Synagogue held it as an Article of 


Faith, That the Law and the Prophets were al- 
ways to be interpreted according to the Letter, 
with what Indignation muſt they have treated 


ſuch corrupt Interpreters and Abuſers of the Law | 


and the Prophets? Inſtead of that, I do not re- 
member one ſingle Inſtance of the Jes, in our 
Saviour's time, rejecting the Interpretations made 
by Jeſus and his Apoſtles out of the Old Teſta- 


ment, in reference to the Meſſiah. In this Point 
| [ they certainly join'd Iſſue with them; but then 
the Generality of them diſputed, that Jeſus was 
not the Perſon that was 70 come. 


WIHAT Numbers were converted, when Pe- 


ter had convinc d them that che Promiſe made by 
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God to David, and apply'd by that Apoſtle to 
the Meſſiah, was fulfill'd in n Jeſus by his Reſur- 
rection? 

St. Paul convinc'd the Bereans out of the Old 
Scriptures, that Jeſus was the Meſſiah: But St. 
Paul's Manner of interpreting Scriptures ſo much 


by Allegory, muſt certainly have prov'd a gen | 
Obſtruction to their Conviction, had it been a 


fundamental Principle with the Jews, That the 
Law and the Prophets had no double Meaning 
in them. 
THo' St. Paul's Arguments made uſe of to 
this People, are not diſtinctly recorded, yet in 


other Places we have Proofs at large of his man- 


ner of preaching to the Jews; enough in his 


Epiſtles to convince us, that he much allegoriz d] 
the Scriptures of the Jews. He was bred at the 
Feet of Gamalie!, he profited in the Knowledge 


of the Law above his Equals: He uſed this man- 
ner of allegorical Reaſoning, more than all the 


other Apoſtles; which would he have done, had 
he not reaſon'd with the Jews out of the Old 
Teſtament, in reference to the Meſſiah, upon | 
their own Principles? Here is no lets than De- 


monſtration. 


W x may then ſafely conclude, chat the Prieſ | 


Zacharias ſpoke the Senſe of the whole Synz 


gogue, when he declar'd, upon the Approach of | 
Jeſus into the World, that God had now viſited 
and redeemed his people, and raiſed up an horn if 
ſagvation in the houſe of his ſervant David; as d. 
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| Hale by the month of his holy Prophets, which had 
been fince the world began; to perform the oath 


which he ſware to our father Abraham. 
He ſpake the Senſe of the whole Synagogue, 
that all the Prophets had given Notice, either in 


the firſt or ſecond Senſe of the Law and the Pro- 


phets, of a Meſſiah to come, in virtue of the 
Promiſe made to David, and the Oath which he 


| | {ware to Abraham; tho' he might be {ſingle at 


that time, that Jeſus was the Perſon. 


No r long after him, as good old Simeon was 


looking for the Coming of the Meſſiah, the great 


Conſolation of Iſrael, Jeſus was brought by his 


Parents into the Temple: He took up the Child 


in his Arms, and declares, in the well-known 


Language of Prophecy, concerning the Meſſiah, 
that he had before his Eyes what the People long 
expected; A light to lighten the Gentiles, one. the 
glory of the people of 1ſrael. 

HERE is Demonſtration, that the Jews in 
our Saviour's Time, expected a Meſſiah z and 
ſince he was in their Expectation, one to be 4 
light to the Gentiles, as well as a glory to Ifrael; 
tis equal Demonſtration, they expected him in 
virtue of the Prophecies; for this is the very De- 


{cription of him in the Prophets themſelyes. If 


ſo, then was the Expectation of him not new in 
the Times of Jeſus, as is ſuggeſted by the Author 
of the Scheme. 


Ina word, we have all the Cody in the 


World to conclude, that the antient Fews and 
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Chriſtians, are both right, in putting a ſublime 4 


and ſpiritual Senſe upon the Law, beyond the 
literal: For before the Spirit of Prophecy ceas'd 
amongſt them, God was very expreſs upon this 
Point; telling his People of old, that he did not 


delight in the blood of bullocks, lambs, or goats; | f 


that his ſoul hated their new moons and ſabbaths. 
Strange Declarations, ſays a moſt admirable W ri- 
ter upon the Uſe and Intent of Prophecy, con- 
fidering theſe were his own Appointments; but 
not ſtrange, conſidering he was about thar time 
giving plain Notice of a new and better Cove- 
nant to be eſtabliſh'd with his People, one that 
would take in both Few and Gentile, extended 
from the riſing up of the ſun, unto the going down 
of the ſame; thro all which incenſe ſhould be of- 
fer'd unto his name, and a pure offering, ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts, Mal. i. 11. 

ELSE WHERE God tells the Jews, that he 
gave them Laws that were not good. No doubt 


all God's Laws are good: Good therefore they 


were for the Uſes deſign'd by God, to put the 


People in a State of Separation from idolatrous 


Nations, and to reſtrain them from a licentious 
Courſe of ſinning: But not good in the Senſe of 
the Letter of them, compar'd with the ſpiritual 
one that lay under them; or with that glorious 
Perfection of the ſame Laws, when explain'd, 
fill'd up, and enlarg'd at the Coming of Jeſus. 
TE who cannot ſee then, that the Law 


has a typical or remote Senſe oftentimes, or that 
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the Prophets did not in many Places underſtand 


it ſo, muſt have a ftrong Averſion to Chriſtian 


Truth. They who can deny that the ancient 


| Fes did allegorize the Scriptures, and ſearch'd | 


| for a ſublimer Senſe many times beyond the Let- 


ter, at and before the Coming of Jeſus, when 
Philo a Writer of their own People in that 
time does it continually, muſt deny a Matter of 


Fact well atteſted. 


In ſhort, they muſt believe many times in 


Sounds without Senſe, Words without Mean- 
ing, and a Law without any ſubſtantial Advan- 
tage convey'd to the Obſerver of it. 

LET the modern Jews give us good Reaſon, 
it they can, why they depart from the ancient 
receiv'd Method of interpreting Scripture us'd 
by their Anceſtors, at and before the Coming of 


| Jeſus; let them tell us upon what Grounds they 


deny, That there was an Expectation at and be- 
fore the Coming of Jeſus, of a Meſſiah amongſt 
that People, from the Authority of the Old 
Scriptures: Or, let them bluſh for their preſent 
Conduct in departing from them. 

THE Canon of the Old Teſtament, believ'd 
in both by Jews and Chriſtians, informs us, That 
God promiſes to bleſs all the nations of the earth 
in the ſeed of Abraham. 


THE Law, which was deliver'd Sa 400 


| Years after, could not annul the Promiſe of God 


in times before it; nor could it fulfil it, becauſe 
che Gentile was not bound to obſerve the Fewifh 
Law; 
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(45) 
Law; nor had he been called to it, could it ad- 
miniſter the Hopes of Blefling —— in the 


Promile. 
Tre Promiſe then ſtood in force after the 


Law was deliver'd. Does not this Truth {ingly 


carry a ſtrong Preſumption, that holy and wiſe 
Men of old look'd upon their preſent Settle- 


ment in the Land of Canaan, with the Body of | 
Laws given for their Obedience therein, the 


whole Scheme of it, to be a Figure or Earneſt of 


that which in time ſhould fulfil it? [1 
THe Prophets of old, Tam ſure, ſpeak in | 


Language referring to a former and a latter 
Covenant, in their ſeveral Meſſages from God 
to the People: They reprove and admoniſh in 
regard to the Law given at Mount Sinai, and 


then direct the Attention of their Hearers for- 


ward, by lofty Figures, to ſomething better to 
come. „ 

HENCE is one great Obſcurity of the prophe- 
tick Style; that whilſt they are ſpeaking of 
Things preſent, they riſe many times above the 
Subject; and from the State of Things tempo- 
ral, are carry'd thro' an Affinity there was, to 
ſomething future and ſpiritual; under the Ima- 


ges of temporal Mercies, foretel the Bleſſings 


of the Goſpel; and when the Rapture is over, 
return to the Subject which occaſion'd the 
Prophecy. By ſuch Notices God intended to 
raiſe the Attention, to open a gradual Light, 
and to preſerve the Faith of fragt in him from 
| whom 
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whom all their ſubſtantial Bleſſings were to come. 
But had the Prophets deliver'd things future too 


nakedly and openly, this would have anticipa- 
ted the glorious Light reſerv'd for the Coming 


of the Meſſiah, and carry'd them beyond the 
Bounds preſcrib'd for the Age of the Jewiſh 


Church. 

TE former of theſe Reaſons infallibly teach 
us, that there was a typical or ſublimer Senſe 
that lay under the old Law; and that the Pro- 
phets underſtood there was too. And the laſt 
Obſervation ſingly proves the Reaſon, why God 


made uſe of a Revelation ſo darken'd with Types 


and Shadows. 

Bur tho! we diſpute, that the Repreſentation 
of a future Religion by a preſent under the Co- 
ver of Types, was highly uſeful for the People 
of old, and thro' many Parts of the Painting ex- 
tremely beautiful; yet let us take great Care, as 
we are talking of Types, not to be deceived: 
For all the Light ariſing from thence to the Evi- 


dence of Chriſtianity, was but an obſcure one; 


by no means comparable to the glorious Evidence 
we have ſeen in theſe latter Days; nothing com- 


parable to that glorious Scene of Wander. 


which has fill'd up the Meaſure of our Faith, 
when God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, juſtiſy'd in the 
Spirit, preach'd to the Gentiles, believ'd on in the 
World, and receiv'd up into Glory. 
Ox theſe and other Miracles /uperior and un- 
controul'd, will our Faith on Jcſus ſtand unmoy'd 
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together with the cogent Evidence of many 


Prophecies that had but one ſingle View, and 
were according to the Letter of them fulfill'd in! 
him. | 
An if the Unbeliever will go along with | | 
us thus far, there is no fear but he will go along | 
with us in our Opinion of Types; and till he | 
does, we deſire he will let the typical Evidence! 


alone. For what will he get by raiſing Doubts 
and Objections againſt this Sort of Illuſtration, 


and endeavouring always to tye us down to the 


naked Simplicity of the Letter, which ſome- 


times will be found to be no more than empty 


Sound without Senſe? Let him diſprove, if he 


can, the direct Proof of Miracles /#perior and 


uncontroul'd, and that the Covenant made with 
Abraham, was or can be fulfill'd in any of his 
Seed beſides the bleſſed Jeſus, with many other 


expreſs Predictions, equally cogent, without one 


allegorical Word in them: And when he has 
done that, we will allow him, or any Man ell, 
the Aſſurance to ſay, That typical Evidence is 
the beſt Evidence of Chriſtianity z but till he 


does, we expect in Juſtice to Chriſtianity he wall 


recant it. 

WurN our Faith is thus grounded on ſolid 
Foundations, we think it highly uſeful then to 
look back, and view the unſpeakable Riches of 


God's Goodneſs, in giving immediate Hopes of 


Reſtitution to loſt and undone Man; the Con- 


duct of his Pr ovidence in giving gradual Light 
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into this important Myſtery thro' all Ages, in or- 
der to ſuſtain the Faith of the old World: how 
promis'd to one Nation, to be born at one Place, 


of one Tribe, Family; exhibited under num- 
berleſs Rites, Perſons, Actions of Men, Events 
of Things; painted at length under all his vari- 


'F | ous Offices and Characters, together with his 
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: Glories and Sufferings; ſcarce any kind of decy- 
phering omitted, that might ſtrike upon the 
lmagination, and direct the Attention forward; 
the whole, by the Concurrence of free Agents, 
thro' a multitude of Ages, ceaſing at length 400 
\ Years before his Appearance in the Fleſh; and 
when all theſe ſeveral Limbs and Features are 
put together, to make one conſiſtent Image and 
' Likeneſs to the Saviour of the World. Thro* 
ſuch various and beautiful Methods of Deſigna- 


tion, lay all along the hidden Wiſdom of divine 


| Providence conducting the great Event, which 


adminiſtred to his peculiar People, under every 


great Diſtreſs, both preſent and future Hopes; 


and which open'd more and more, as Religion 
call'd for its Support, till at length the particu- 


lar Method of its Accompliſhment, unknown 


to Men and Angels, unfolded itſelf in the Death 
and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. Add to this, 
by comparing the two Revelations made by 


Moſes and Jeſus together, we may behold the 
Lamb of God lain under all the antient Sacrifi- 


ces from the Foundation of the World; and in 
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( 50 ) 
vertue of his precious Blood only, making them 
of Value in the Sight of God. 

We may diſcern, that Jeſus was the End and 
Truth of the Law; that the Deliverances wrought 
for his People of old, were ſo many Fi igures and 
Earneſts of that Goodneſs that would in time 
give much greater to loſt Man, who all along 
wantcd 1t. 

From a deyout and careful View of this 
grand Scheme working under both Ages, great 
Satisfaction mult neceſſarily ſpring into the Breaſt 


of every true Believer, and make him acknow- 


ledge with great Revercace, that God only is 
the Author of both. 

| Bur then we do not offer to each Believer 
every ſingle Illuſtration taken from prophetick 


Knowledge in their ſeveral Orders of Time, as 


ſo many diſtinct Proofs for the Evidence of Chri- 


ſtianity. No, the Generality of Mankind are 


called upon to believe in Jeſus the Meſſiah, from 
the Evidence of his Miracles ſuperior and uncon- 


_ troaPd, the intrinſick Value of his Doctrine, and 
the cogent Eyidence of literal Prophecies. W hen 


this is done, then all farthex Explications made 
by Jeſus and his Apoſtles upon the Law and the 
Prophets, may be implicitly rely'd upon in vir- 
tue of their inſpir'd Authority, and Chriſtians 


be very ſecure in their Faith, tho' they carry 
their Enquiries no farther. 


As we are making Reflections upon the two 
Covenants, and comparing both Parts of the great 
Scheme 
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Scheme of Providence together, we ſhall diſ- 
cern, that the ultimate Point God ever had in 
View to his Creatures, was to reſtore the World, 
when loſt, to his Favout again, and conduct him 
hence thro' the Ways of Virtue, finally to a 
State of endleſs Happineſs with himſelf. As 
ſuch a Reflection is highly worthy of thoſe No- 
tions we naturally conceive of the divine Being, 
ſo the Hopes of this happy State is plainly ad- 
miniſter'd thro? the different Degrees of Revela- 
tion God has vouchſaf'd to the World: of old, 
diſtant and confus'd, figur'd by and pledg'd un- 
der temporal Mercies; in theſe latter Ages, bright 


and clear. The Way to this Happineſs former- 
y thro' outward Purifications, not excluding, but 
' aptly teaching the Neceſlity of Evangelical Ho- 
lneſs; and by the Pardon of Sins wrought by 
' Sacrifices, leading Men thereby to a Belief in 
one true Sacrifice, which could truly and pro- 


perly take away Sins. 

Ir this be a probable Account of the Deſigns 
of God's Providence, then'tis natural to imagine, 
that as the Diſpenſations of God by his Son was 
the great End, and moſt perfect Scheme of 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom, to be in time revealed 
to the World; ſo would the former Revelation, 
which was miniſterial to, and viſibly carrying 
on the ſame Purpoſe, be laid in ſome Likeneſs to 
the latter; a rough Draught of the firſt Linea- 
ments, as 1t were, of the great Original, from 
all Apes exiſtent 1 in the divine nnn z ſo 
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in the laying of the firſt Grounds of it for the 
Uſe of the Jes, might order not only many 
Rites, Events of Things, Actions of Perſons, 
to ſerve a preſent, but part of the great Scheme 
then future and diſtant, in the mean time, ſhou'd 
be Signs, Types, if you will, and Repreſenta. 
tions of things to come. Moreover, that his 
Prophets ſent from time to time with Commiſſi- 
ons from himſelf, might expreſs thoſe Rites, de- 
clare Events in ſuch Language, that when the 
Antitype ſhould come, the very Language itſelf 
ſhould equally fit the firſt and ſecond Event, the 
firſt and ſecond Deſign of God in the very Let- 
ter of it: and what is ſtill farther to be added, 
That till the ſecond Event was come, neither 
the Language itſelf, nor the two Ends propos'd 
by God, ſhould receive its full Meaſure of Com- 
pletion. 

No one can ſhew me, that the Suppoſition 
of ſuch a divine Procedure is impoſſible; far 
from it; it opens to us a noble View of the 
Wiſdom of God, and gives us Facts to judge 
by, how all things paſt, preſent, and to come, 
are intimately preſent to him; and that he can 
govern the World by the Mediation of free A- 
gents, and always conſiſtent with the Freedom 
of their Nature. 

FROM hence we ſhall ſee, what is the true 
Import of the ive eanpwdn, that it may fulfill'd, 
viz. which was ſpoken by a Prophet, or Pro- 
phets, ſo often us'd by the Apoſtles in relating 
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the Hiſtory of Jeſus. Aright Account of the Senſe 
of this ſingle Expreſſion, will, in my Opinion, not 
only carry us a great way into the modern Con- 
troverſy between Jews and Chriſtians, but enable 
us to defend Chriſtianity fr om their preſent Ex- 
ceptions. 


Jews now, with other Infidels liſted under 
their Colours, like Celſus and Julian many hun- 


dred Years ago, who ranſack'd all the Treaſures 


of Infidelity, to find out either Matter of Ar- 


gument or Raillery againſt Chriſtianity, plainly 


tell us, that the Apoſtles are guilty many times 
of egregious Ignorance, or direct Fraud, in quo- 
ting the Law and the Prophets in reference to 
Jeſus the Meſſiah. The Apoſtles ſay ſuch or 
ſuch a thing was done, % Tango, that it may 


be fulfil d, what was ſpoken of by the Prophet; 
upon ſearching the Words of the Prophet, they 


find the Prophet ſpeaking no ſuch thing. 


CHRISTIANS reply, That the Apoſtles are 
guilty neither of Ignorance or Fraud, in inter- 


preting the Law and the Prophets in reference to 


Jeſus z that there appear great Marks of Probity 
and Wiſdom in their whole conduct; no Want 
of either thro' any one of their Interpretations 
of the Law and the Prophets. 

IN ſhort, they now tell us plainly, that the 
Apoſtles uſe Paſſages out of the Law and the 
Prophets, to ettabliſh a fundamental Proof of 
the Meſſiahſnhip of Jeſus; which when examin'd 
do not reter to him in the literal Senſe, or in the 


Scenic 
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Senſe of the Prophet who ſpoke it: And there- 


fore Chriſtianity is fix d upon a falſe Foundation; 


Paſſages cited from the Law, which are not there, 
falſe Proofs, or Proofs pretended, not prov'd ; Con- 


ſtruction of Words, not according to ſcholaſtick 
Rules; a falſe Reaſoning, commonly called Dypi- 
cal Reaſoning. 

IN Anſwer to this ſevere Charge upon our 
Faith, I muſt repeat what I have often ſaid, 
That Chriſtians abſolutely deny, that the Apo- 
ſtles fix'd the Baſis of Jeſus's Meſſiahſhip upon 
typical Evidence. This was firſt laid upon the 
ſure and cogent Evidence of Miracles ſuperior 
and zncontrouPd, the intrinſick Value of the Do- 
ctrine which Jeſus taught, together with the 
unſhaken Evidence of many Prophecies fulfill'd 
in him in the firſt Senſe, thro? the very Letter 
of the Words, or the Meaning of the Prophet 
who deliver'd them: And when they are quo- 
ting Paſſages out of the Law or the Prophets, 
to be fulfill'd in a remote or ſecondary Senſe, 
they are not laying the principal or fundamental 


Proofs of the Meſſiahſnip of Jeſus. Here lies 


one great Miſtake, a Falſity at the Bottom of all 
the Reaſoning of the Author of the Grounds. 


7 EV {es To the Jews Jeſus was prov'd to be the Meſ- 
| ſiah, firſt, from his Miracles ſuperior and uncon- 


troul d. chiefly that of the Reſurrection; which 


Fact, when proy'd beyond Contradiction before 


their Converſion, they could ask no more. To 


be ſure they could not ask, whether his Claim 
| Was 
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was agreeable to the Scriptures of the Prophets, 
at a time when they knew little or nothing of 
thoſe Scriptures, or however did not believe them 
to be reveal'd by the living God: And 1 the fur- 
ther Claim Jeſus made before the Jeus of being 
the Meſſiah, or Perſon to be ſent, as promis'd 
by Moſes and the Prophets, ſtood upon the ſame 
Evidence of Miracles, the Words of Moſes and 
the Prophets literally fulfill'd in him; together 
with the Miracles, giving an authoritative San- 


| Ction to all the Interpretations of the old Scri- 


ptures concerning him. 

AN Example or two will explain this princi- 
pal Point in Difference between modern Jews 
and Chriſtians; and will ſhow the ill Grounds 


for that Calumny caſt upon the Reaſoning of the 
Apoſtles in this Matter. 


DvunriNG the Perſecution of Herod in Judea, 
St. Matthew tells us, That Jeſus was carry'd by 
Joſeph into Egypt at the Command of God. 


When the Perſecution ceas'd upon Herod's 


Death, God recals Joſeph with his Son Jeſus from 


| thence. Upon the Return of Jeſus the Hiſto- 


rian remarks, that the Words of the Prophet were 


fulfil d, ſaying, Out of Eg yl have IT called my 
Son. 


HERE the Few triumph © over St. Matthew, 


that he refers to the Call of Jeſus the Words of 


the Prophet Hoſea, manifeſtly ſpoken of another 
Event, of bringing IJſrael his Son out of the 
Bondage of Egypt. That from this, and ſuch 

2 like 
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like Teſtimony of Prophecy, St. Matthew is 


proving Jeſus to be the Meſſiah z but when the 
Prophet's Senſe is fairly examin'd, it relates to a 
paſt Action done many hundred Years ago, be- 
fore God ſpoke it by the Prophet, and cannot by 
any fair Rules of Conſtruction drawn from the 
Context have any future View to Jeſus. 
_ THis I conceive to be the Objection with 
its full Weight. In Anſwer to which Chriſtians 
venture to affirm, That St. Matthew is not fix- 
ing a fundamental Proof of the Mefliahſhip of 
Jeſus upon the above- cited Words of Hoſea ; and 
challenge them. to prove that he is ſo. Such 
Sort of prophetick Teſtimony to prove his Miſ- 
ſion Jeſus does not want. Why then, they ſay, 
does the Apoſtle uſe the Words of Hoſea, and 
affirm that they are fulfill'd herein? Nor yet to 
prove, what ſome would make us believe St. 
Matthew quoted them for, namely, to convince 
us, that Jeſus was in Egypr, and recall'd from 
thence by God. This being a Matter of Fact, 
no one in his Senſes could deny it; and was re- 
lated as a Piece of well known Hiſtory, that 
wanted no prophetick Teſtimony to ſupport it. 
This Matter of Fact, like many others of the Life 
of the holy Jeſus, depended upon the Evidence of 
living Witneſſes for their Credibility : like the Fact 
ofthe Reſurrection, might be agreeable to the Pro- 
phecies concerning him, but for their Reality 
was independent on the Evidence of Prophecy, 
We do allow then, that St. Matthew writing to 
the 
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the Jews, applies what is ſpoken of the Lord by 
Hoſea, to Jeſus in a ſecondary or typical Mean- 
ing. Which manner of interpreting Scripture 


ve have demonſtrated to be in Uſe amongſt rhe 


Jews of that Time. To their manner of inter- 


preting Scripture the Apoſtle's plainly agrees, 


and ſhows that under many Events of old, and 
even under the very Expreſſion of thoſe Events 


in a Language peculiar to the Prophets, there 


were more things intended by God, than the 
Letter of the Expreſſion ſeem'd to imply; which 
yet, when rightly under ſtood, the Letter would 


equitably carry in itſelf : That as it was God 


that ſpoke the Words quoted from the Prophet 
Hoſea, it was not neceſſary that the Prophet 


| ſhould underſtand the full Import of every Word 


God put into his Mouth. Briefly, in the Caſe 
before us, the Apoſtle opens the admirable Coun- 
ſel of God, who proceeded in ſuch a manner 
with J/7ael his Son by Adoption, as that Hiſto- 
ry ſhould be a Figure, a Type, of his eternal Son 
by Nature in the Fleſh: herein, that as Egypt 
had been a Sanctuary to both, ſo both had been 
called out thence by the Help of God. More- 
over, from the Affinity between the two Pieces 
of Hiſtory, the ſame Language had expreſs'd 
both without Impropriety z and therefore when 
the Apoſtle remarks, that the Words of God 
by Hoſea are fulfill'd in this Hiſtory of Jeſus, he 
means to acquaint us, that the very ultimate End 


Why the Wiſdom of God had order'd ſuch an 
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Event, and expreſs'd it in ſuch peculiar Lan- 
guage, is now unfolded, compleated, fulfilled. 
And have we not the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to think, 
that the whole Oeconomy of divine Wiſdom in 
bringing the Children of 7/7ae] out of Egypt, did 
not receive its full Meaſure of Completion till 
the Coming of Jeſus, and the Bleſſings wrought 
by him? For God tells us himſelf, Deut. vii. 8. 
that the Reaſon why he redeem'd Iſrael his Son 
out of Egypt, was in virtue of the Promiſe he had 
ſworn to keep with his Fathers. And was not that 
the Promiſe made to Father Abraham, deliver'd 
Gen. xii. I, 2, 3. to whom he gave two Cove- 
nants, the one of temporal Bleſſings, which 
could not have been fulfill'd, had his Deſcen- 
dants been left to periſh thro' Slavery in Egypt 
but the other, wherein all Mankind were to be 
bleſſed in his Seed? To which great and laſt Co- 
venant, the firſt fulfill'd in their Deliverance 
from Egypt, the giving of the Law, and Settle- 
ment in Canaan, together with the whole Con- 
duct of himſelf to that People, was only mini- 
ſterial, yielding continual Hopes and Security 
that the other in time would be ſo. Compare 
but things temporal with ſpiritual, and the Hi- 
ſtory of //7ael will yield a noble Type and Ear- 
neſt of the nobler Hiſtory of his Son Jeſus. 

Tre full Import then and Meaſure of divine 
Wiſdom being begun in the firſt Covenant, was 
never fully untolded, or fill'd up, till the Coming 


of Jeſus. 
WL 


18 
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WELL therefore might St. Paul argue, that 
the Law was a School-maſter to diſcipline and in- 
ſtruct the People of God aright to the Knowledge 
of Jeſus. And St. Matthery teaches us, that the 
great Purpoſe of God in calling ae] out of E- 


gypt, could not be fill'd up, till the Hiſtory of the 
Lite of Jeſus was unfolded ; who was now won- 


derfully preſerved in Egypt, and deliver'd out 


thence, in order to carry on and compleat the 
Myſtery hidden thro? all Ages, the moſt aſtoniſh- 


ing Method of Man's Redemption. The De- 


ſign, no doubt, of the Apoſtle in theſe Expli- 
cations, 1s to teach rhe Jew to explain his own 
Law aright; who, like the Apoſtles, under- 
ſtood, that the Law carry'd many times a ſub- 
lime Senſe beyond the Letter; but then was ſo 
perverſe, as not to ſee, that this ſublime Senſe 
beſt ſuited with Jeſus. In ſuch typical Explica- 


tions then, great Advantage was offer'd to the 


Jeu, to make him part with the empty Rites, 
and the dead Letter of their Law. Now the 
End, the Truth, and the Subſtance of it appear'd 
amongſt them, and indeed to every devout Be- 
liever; ſince he is hereby enabled to look back, 
and unfold the great Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
God, carrying, on the Salvation of his Creatures, 
from the Fall of our firſt Parent. Tho' we do 


not carry this Point ſo far, as to ſay the ſtrongeſt 


Proofs for Chriſtianity are laid by the Apo in 
ſuch Interpretations. 


© WT Ir 


60) 


Ir after what has been ſaid, any one will yet 
ridicule the Senſe of the Apoſtle put upon the 
Words of God by Hoſea, let ſuch an one ſhow 
me, if he can, that the holy Spirit, whom St. 
Matthew ſays ſpoke the Words by the Prophet 
Hoſea, did not finally intend what St. Matthew 
offers them in Proof of; or, in other Terms, 


that the Words cited from that Prophet abſo- 


lutely exclude th: Conſtruction put upon them 
by the Apoſtle; and I ſhall think the Objection 
of Moment. In the mean time, I ſhall conclude 
my Faith in St. Matthew to be very rational, ſo 
long as I believe St. Matthew to be a true Inter- 
preter of the genuine Meaning of the Spirit, 
who by his Miracles appears to be endow'd with 
extraordinary Aſſiſtances of the Spirit; which 
is no more than to ſay, that the Holy Spirit is a 
true Interpreter of himſelf: A Propoſition be- 
fore obſerv'd to be beyond Contradiction. 


THAT a Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, 


cited from 1/aiah, and ſaid to be fulfill'd in the 
miraculous Birth of Jeſus, has been long Matter 
of Scorn amongſt Jews, and is renew'd with 
much Inſolence by modern Unbelievers. But 
Chriſtians can believe, that when God was gi- 
vinga Sign of a preſent Deliverance to the Houſe 


of David, to be wrought from the powerful 


Kings that ſurrounded them, might, in the very 


ſame : Inſtance, give ſuch a Sign, and expreſs it 


in ſuch Terms by the Prophet, as in the ſame 
Expreſhon might convey a double Security to 
tha 
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that Houſe; the one of a preſent temporal Deli- 
verance, the other in Support of the everlaſting 
Kingdom {worn to the Houſe of David. Moſt 
certainly, under ſo great a Diſtreſs of the Houſe 
of David, when nothing leſs than an immediate 
Deſtruction was threarned, it could not be an 
improper Seaſon to give Hopes of Security be- 
yond the preſent Event. A preſent Relief by 
the Hand of God, might refreſh the languiſhing 
Hopes, and be a furcher Pledge of that Good- 
neſs that would in due time perform the much 
greater kept in reſerve for them: The Sign, and 
the Language of the Sign given, might carry 
both: A Virgin yet pure, might bring forth a 
Son, tho' by the Help of Man; and before the 

Child to be brought forth of a Virgin yet pure, 
when God promis'd it, ſhould know how to diſ- 
cern between Good and Evil, the Land ſhould 
be eas'd from its confederate Enemics: And that 
the young Woman was not married, of which 


the Child was to born, by the Prophet 1ſaiah, 


the Sign of the preſent Deliverance, is prov'd 
from the ſecond Verſe of the eighth Chapter; 
where we find the Prophet taking with him two 
Witneſſes: Of what? Moſt probably of the ma- 
trimonial Contract with the Prophetels, accord- 
ing to the Direction of the Law. 

Bur a Child to be brought forth of a pure 


Virgin, withour the Help of Man, was to be 


the Sign when the Promiſe of the everlaſting 
King- 
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Kingdom ſhould be eſtablith'd 1 in the Houſe of | - 


David = 

Born Events, we ſec, are plainly carry d in e 
the Words expreſs d from the Lord, by the Pro- 32 
pher, without Violence; and it is much worth f. 
oblerving, That the evangelical Prophet riſes be- b 
yond the preſent Event in his Deſcription, and | | 


ö foretels a Child, chap. ix. to be born, whoſe tran- 
0 ſcendent Charafter of Mighty God, Everlaſting Fa- 


ther, the Prince of Peace, of the Increaſe of whoſe 1 
Government there was to be no End, plainly carries n 
our Attention to the laſt great Event of it; [of 
which could not be fulfill'd in any of the Seed fi 
| of David bur Jeſus, of that Stock by the Vir- | 11 
| gin Mary. And therefore, when St. Matthew, 6 
| relating the miraculous Birth of Jeſus, remarks, | If 
j that che Words of the Lord by the Prophet 1 
were fulfill d, he means to acquaint us, That the 1 , 
ultimate End God had in giving the Sign of the 1 4 
Virgin, (7c. was then unfolded, compleated, ful- 3 
filled. © 
I Do not contend, that the Words cited from FF” 
 Tfaiah, carry neceſſarily the very Meaning put 1 

upon them, with regard to the firſt Event; be- 
cauſe it muſt be a very low Senſe put upon the 3 
Name of Immanuel, when apply'd to IJſaiabb's 18 
Son: But then ſure I am, that the auguſt Name C 
of Immanuel, is, with great Propriety, apply'd by [al 
St. Marthet to Jeſus the Son of Mary the Vir- IN 
gin; and that no Objection can be of any Weight | #4 


Mint theſe Interpretations of the Apoſtle, but 
ſhowing 
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ſhowing that God, who dictated the Words of 
the Prophet, had no Intention in the giving and 
expreſſing the Sign of the firſt Event, no View 


at all to Jeſus: Or, what would be much the 


ſame, to prove that the Form of Words ſpoken 
by the Prophet, abſolutely excludes the Senſe of 
the Apoſtle put upon them. 

THe Prophecy of Moſes in the Text, being 
already prov'd to be fulfill'd in Jeſus, in virtue of 
the inſpir'd Authority of St. Stephen; I come 
now, in the laſt Place, to ſhow, That without 
the inſpir'd Authority of St. Stephen, we are led 


| from the ordinary Conſtruction of Words, to be- 


lieve, That no Prophet can fill up the full Senſe 
of Moſes, as expreſs'd in this Prophecy, except 
Jeſus Chriſt. The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto 
thee a Prophet from the midſt of thy brethren like 


unto me; unto him ſhall ye hearken, according to 
all that thou dleſiredſt of the Lord thy God in Ho- 


reb, in the day of the aſſembly, ſaying, Let me 


not hear again the voice of the Lord thy God, nei- 


ther let me ſee this great fire any more, that I die 
not, Deut. Xvili. 15. 


THERE have been two 899155 uſually follow- 


ed in explaining this Prophecy; the one of a Suc- 
ceſſion of Prophets, like Moſes in the prophetick 
Office; the other of a ſingle Prophet equal in 
all Reſpects to Moſes ; both detended with great 
Names. The Authority of which Opinions, 
ſhall now be ſolely try'd by the apparent Senſe 


of 
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of Moſes, ariſing from the literal Conſtruction of 
his Words: es 

„IN proof of a Succeſſion of Prophets, tis 
ce offer'd, That the Hebrew Idiom will admit 4 
© {ingular for a plural: That the Prophets ſuc- 
& cecding Moſes, were all rais'd from their own 
« Brethren; all work'd Miracles : That God 
% put Words into all their Mouths; that they 
% fpake what God commanded ; and that the 
People were equally bound to obey their Mo- 
cc nitions under ſevere Penalties; That the Foun- 
cc dation of the Promiſe (if you judge from the 
Context) was, that the People ſhould not con- 
% ſult Wizards, Dealers in familiar Spirits, when 
ce they came into the Land of Canaan. Unleſs 
« an immediate Prophet was intended, no En- 
« couragement was offer'd to God's People, why 
they ſhould not conſult the Soothſayers of the 


„ Heathens: Jeſus therefore was not intended: 


« He could be no Reaſon why they ſhould not 
ce conſult theſe Oracles of the Heathens, who 
ee came at 2000 Years diſtance.” " 


I Do not know that J have omitted any thing 


of moment offer'd in proof of a Succeſſion of 
Prophets to be deduc'd from this Place. 

Bur in anſwer to it, taking Scripture for 
my Guide, I ſhall prove, That the Prophecy of 


Moſes cannot be fuliild in a Succefiton of Pro- 
phets excluſive of jeſus; and that Jeſus himſelf 


can ſolely compleat the full Import of Me/e:'s 


Words 
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Words expreſs'd herein. Certainly, then, Moſes 


intended Jeſus Chriſt. 
IN order to this, we muſt enquire into the 


proper Character of Moſes; wherein his Dignity, 


his high Honour, as an extraordinary Prophet, 
conſiſted. Was it not in this? That whereas 
God reveaPd himſelf of old, to other Prophets, 
in Dreams, Viſions, Voices, 401 Parables, intri- 
cate Figures, Diſorders of Nature, ſealing up of the 


Senſes; to Moles he ſhew'd the Sim:litude of himſelf, 


talk'd with him Face to Face familiarly, as a Man 
talketh with his Friend, without raiſing any Con- 
ſternation, as was uſually made upon other Pro- 


phers: To which we add, That if we rightly in- 


terpret the laſt Verſe of the ſeventh Chapter of 
| Numbers, could propheſy whenſoever he would. 


WA x illuſtrious Succeſſor in Prophecy 
then does ſuch Likeneſs comport with, except 


the Prophet Jeſus, who lay in the boſom of the 
Father from all eternity, ſaw him as be was, had 
the Spirit without meaſure; and in whom dwelt all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead ſubſtantially ? The Force 
of this Argument, you ſee, is drawn from the 
Likeneſs there was to be between Moſes and the 


Prophet to be expected. In Familiarity with 


God, if there was no Prophet between Moſes and 
Jes, like unto Moſes, then Jeſus was that Pro- 
phet beyond Contradiction. And left it ſhould 
be ſaid, that I lay more Streſs upon a Familiarity 
with God, than the Likeneſs expreſs'd in the 
Text will Warrant; I anſwer, That God himſelf 
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lays the very Weight of Difference I do, between 
Afoſes and the ſucceeding Prophets in this Point. 
See Numb. xii. 6, 7, 8. If there be a Prophet amongſt 
you, ſaith the Lord, I will make myſelf known to 
him in a viſion or dream; my ſervant Moſes is not 
ſo, I will ſpeak with him mouth to mouth, &c. And 
| Whoever can ſay, after he has read theſe Words 
from God himſelf, that the Prophets who ſuc- 
ceeded Moſes, were ſtill like Moſes in this reſpect, 
does plainly contradict God himſelf. Here then 
is Demonſtration, | 
Dip God allow any one of the Prophets to 


mediate for his People, as he did his Servant Mo- 


ſes? Of him, he ſays, he would have deftroy'd his 
people, had not Moles, his choſen, ſtood before him 
in the gap, to turn away his wrathful indignation. 


Such Honour belongs to none but him who 


{tood. in the Place of Sinners, who reconcil'd a 
finful World to an angry God; when by the 
glorious Mediation of the Prophet Jeſus, we 
ſaw Heaven and Earth united. 

Wulch of all the Prophets could claim the 


tranſcendent Character of Redecmer, aſcrib'd of 


old, and by St. Stephen, to Moſes? He it was that 


preſerv'd the Children of //rael in that diſmal 


Night, when the deſtroying Angel went thro” 
the Land, and ſmote the Firſt-born of Ægypt? 
AV hat Succeſſor. in Prophecy can aſſume this a- 
miable Character, but he who deliver'd the whole 
Race of Adam from Death, and triumph'd over 
him that had the Power of it, eyen the deſtroy» 
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ing Angel himſelf? The Jewiſb Church has con- 


firm'd this Reaſoning with her Teſtimony; for 


tis declar'd, in the laſt Chapter of Deuteronomy, 


That there aroſe not a Prophet ſince in Ißrael, like 
unto Moſes, whom the Lord knew face to face; in 
all the figns and wonders which the Lord ſent 
bim to do in the land of Egypt; and in all thas 
mighty hand, and in all the great terror which Mo- 
ſes ſhew'd in the ſight of all Iſrael. 

None, you ſee, whom God knew Face to 


Face; none of all the old Prophets in fo great 


Familiarity with God; none who equall'd Moſes 
in Miracles; none who could aſſume the glori- 
ous Character of Mediator, Redeemer: To which 
we add, till we arriye at the Prophet Jeſus. 
LasTLy, From the Connexion of the Hi- 
ſtory with the Paſſage before us, it plainly ap- 
pears, That a Lawgiver, like Moſes, was intend- 
ed: For the Promiſe of a Prophet to come, made 
by Moſes, is founded upon a Requeſt the People 
made to God in Horeb, ſaying, Let us not hear 
| the woice of the Lord our God again; neither let us 
| ſee this great fire any more, that we die not. Which 
very Requelt of the People in Horeb, is connect- 
ed with the Promiſe, and made the Foundation 
of it: For here the Lord tells the People, they 
have well ſpoken, what they have ſpoken, or de- 
fired of me in Horeb; and therefore declares by 
Moſes, I will ſend them a Prophet, from among 
their brethren, like unto thee, &c. Deut. xvii. 1 7⁵ 
18. . 
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T NE People ſeeing in what Terrors of Maje- 


ſty God himſelf deſcended, in Thunders and 


Lightnings, with the Voice of a Trumpet, that 
the whole Mount ſhaked, when the Almighty 
deliver'd his Laws thereon, deſired God to ſpeak 
unto them by his Servant Moſes for the future. 
| Now Moſes had deliver'd the ordinary Com- 
mands of God to the People ſeveral times before, 


and they liked his eaſy Manner of ſpeaking very 


well; they muſt here then beſeech God to deli- 


ver his moſt extraordinary Meſſages to them, for 
the future, as he had done his ordinary ones by 


his Servant Moſes; ſuch as God had come down 


from Heaven himſelf to deliver: And were thoſe 
leſs than a Body of Laws? To ſuppoſe then the 
Promiſe to have no relation to the Delivery of a 
Body of Laws, carries this Contradiction, That 
the Promiſe has no relation to the Requeſt of the 
People; upon which very Requeſt the Promiſe 
itſelf was founded, and is immediately connected 
with it: For in the very Paſſage before us, God 
ſhows himſelf mindful of the Requeſt the Peo- 
ple had made in Horeb; and tells them as plainly 
as Words can declare it, 'That he will raife them 
up a Prophet, who, like Moſes, ſhould deliver 


not part of his Commands, but his whole Will, 
or all that T ſhall command him. Not a Prophet 


ſent upon an Emergency, to reprove or admo- 
miſh, for ſuch Prophets God ſent from time to 
time; but one who ſhould publiſh the whole 


Will of God; after whom no more Commiſſions 
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were to be granted, toſpubliſha Revelation of his 
Will from Heaven. 

I THINK here is evident Demonſtration, that 
a new Lawgiver was intended by God in the 
Promiſe before us. The ſame Demonſtration we 
have, that no Prophet was ſent with ſuch a Com- 


miſſion, before we come to the Age of the God- 
man who fulfill'd this Promiſe of God, to the 
greateſt Exactneſs. Behold then this divine Per- 
ſon ſpeaking to the People on the Mount, with 


all the Meecknefs of Mo/es, aſtoniſhing indeed all 
the People, not with the Noiſe of 'Thunder, or 
the Terrors of Lightning, as he had doneto their 
Fathers in Horeb, but with Wiſdom of Speech, 
and the piercing Force of each divine Saying that 
flow'd out of his Mouth. | 
Benor Þ even the ſame God of Moſes, that 
ſpoke to their Anceſtors on Mount Sinai, but 


without his ancient Habit, ſtripp'd of every Ter- 


ror that could fright the People; not clouded, 
but revealing the Glory of God Face to Face be- 
fore all the People; not cancelling his old Law, 
but opening the ſublime Senſe that lay under it, 
enlarging and filling it up, caſting off the dead 
Letter, which adminiſtred only Servitude and 
Death, and giving it an excellent Spirit, a glo- 
rious Liberty, and Life everlaſting. This Pro- 
phet then has publiſh'd all God's Commands to 
the World; the World is to expect no more 
Revelations from Heaven. To which we add, 
That the 6 Prophet gone gave the Sign annex'd by 
| Moſer, 
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Moſes, in Evidence of this Prophet, to be ſent 
from God, which was, that he was not to ſpeak 
in the name of other Gods. Jeſus certainly fulfill'd 
this, in commanding divine Worſhip to be paid 
to the God of Moſes, and him only: Nor did he 
ſpeak preſumptuouſly, tor every thing came to pals 
which the Prophet Jeſus{pake to them. So that 
whether this part of the Evidence annex'd, be 
apply'd to the foretelling fuch Events as were 


beyond the Reach of human Invention to ima- 
gine, or the Accompliſhment of ſuch Events as: 
were future, and calPd for a Miracle to fulfil 


them; the Evidence of both the Prophet Jeſus 
undeniably gave: For what Man in his Senſes, 
for inſtance, not empower'd by God, would de- 
clare, in proof of his Miſhon, that he ſhould ſuf- 
fer and riſe from the Dead the third Day, or 
could do it without the immediate Help of God ? 
Had he not then roſe from the Dead, he had 
been by this ſingle Evidence prov'd to be no true 
Prophet; but the Completion of it fulfill'd the 
diſtinguiſhing Sign annex'd to the Promiſe by 
Moſes, and by this ſingle Proof eſtabliſn'd him- 


ſelf to be the true Prophet: Jeſus /pake it not of 


himſelf preſumptuonſiy, but Ly from God 
the Father who ſent him. 


AFTER all that has been offir'd in Evidence: 


of Jeſus, thro' this Prophecy of Moſes, © The 
& Scorner will ask us, Where is the common 
“ Senſe in the Prohibition of Moſes ? Or what 
“ Encouragement is it to the People, not to 
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& conſult the Soothſayers of the Heathens, when 
e“ they came into the Land of Canaan, in the 


& Promiſe of a Prophet or Fortune-teller to come 
at two thouland Years diſtance, whom they 
might conſult under any Exigence?“ 

HERE lies the great Objection, the whole 
“Force by which he oppoſes Jeſus in this Pro- 
| © phecy. The Context he inſiſts is for him; 
and thus the Prophecy ſtands connected; Do 
not go to the Soothſayers of the Heathens, for you 
&« ſhall have a ſucceſſion of fortune-tellers of your 
« own, who upon all occaſions, ſhall diſcover to the 
« meaneſt perſon in Fudea, whatever goods are loſt, 


or whatever relates to the fortune or concern of 


% every private man amongſt you.” 

Ir the Scorner canſhow me, that a Succeſſion 
of Fortune-tellers can bededuc'd from the Words 
or Meaning of Maſes, I ſhall readily, for my part, 
grant him, 'That Jeſus could never be intended 
by Moſes in this Prophecy. But ſince 'tis agreed 
between the Defenders of the Prophet Jeſus, to 


be deduc'd from this Prophecy; and the Oppo- 


ſers of him, That a Prophet, or Succeſſion of 
Prophets, in the main part of their Commiſſion, 
was to be like Moſes; we then venture to affirm, 


upon the Authority of Scripture, that Moſes could 


not intend a Fortune- teller, or a Succeſſion of bor- 


tune-tellers to ariſe in the Land of Canaan, be- 


cauſe herein they, or he, could have no Likeneſs 
at all to Moſes : When we challenge any one to 
prove he did ever tell Fortunes, or diſcover loſt 
| Goods, 
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Goods, in any ſingle Inſtance, The Foundation 


then of the Prohibition to conſult the Soothſay- 
ers of the Heathens, is not fix'd upon the En- 
couragement of a Promiſe of ſuch to ſucceed him 
in the Land of Canaan, as we are confidently 


told. Again, was the Ground of the Prohibi- 


tion fix'd upon the Promiſe of a Succeſſion of 


Fortune-tellers of their own, for the People to 


conſult in Fudea; then, where the ſame Pro- 
hibition is deliver'd by God in another Place, the 
ſame Encouragement would have been annex'd 
to it. But our Adverſary, if he pleates, may ſee, 
Levit. xix. 31. the ſame Prohibition, without his 
Promiſe of a Succeſſion, E&9:. to ſupport it. This 
Argument directly ſhows us, that there is not 
that neceſſary Connection between Moſes's Pro- 
miſe of a Prophet, c. and the Prohibition to 
conſult the Soothſayers of the Heathens going 
before it; and therefore that the whole Force of 


our Adverſaries Reaſoning, built upon a falſe Con- 
nection, falls to the Ground. 


THIRDLY, We challenge the Man who 
fixes the ſole Ground of a divine Prohibition 
to the People of God, to conſult Augurs, Wi- 
zards, or other Oncles of the Devil, upon the 
Promiſe of Oracles or Fortune-tellers of their 


own, whom every private Man might conſult 


upon any Exigence, to prove it; and for this 
plain Reaſon, becauſe had God never ſent any 
— Le 
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Prophet into the World after this Command, 
it . equally have been the indiſpenſible Du- 
ty of che People of Hrael, never to have conſult- 
ed the Soothſayers of the Heathen. 

To conſult Sorcerers, is to conſult the Ora- 
cles of the Devil; and he who proſtrates himſelf 
at his Oracles, by that ſingle Act is in Commu- 
nion with the Devil. 'The Heathens, indeed, 
who knew not God, did ſo: But as for thee, 
ſaid Moſes to 1/rael, the Lord will not ſuffer thee 


ſo to do; thou haſt nothing to do with ſuch inſtru- 
' @ors: for this very wickedneſs, the Lord drove the 


Canaanites out from before thee, and "tis at thy 
peril if thou follow them herein. Woas not the 
Law given the People on purpoſe to prevent I- 
dolatry, and preſerve a pure Allegiance in them 


to God, free from all Commerce with the Devil 


and his Agents? Great Encouragement then had 


been given to the People to prevent this kind of 


Sorcery; and if they continu'd in Obedience to 
the Law, they had had from Moſes over and o- 
ver, a general Promiſe that all ſhould be well 


with them. In Canaan then were they to con- 


tinue, ſeparated from all Acts of religious Com- 


munion with their Neighbours; till another 


great Prophet and Lawgiver, like Moſes, ſhould 
ariſe, to whom they ſhould hearken, even upon 
the Authority of Moſes. And I think 'tis ex- 
tremely plain, that the People underſtood this 
Place to intend one extraordinary Prophet like 
Moſes; becauſe we have Proof in Ezra's time, 

L that 
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that the People thought none of the ſucceeding 
Prophets could fulfil this Character: And that 
upon the Coming of Jeſus, Philip came to Na- 
thaniel, and told him, with joy, that he was at length 
come, of whom Moſes did write : Which, I think, 
id as plain as Words can make it, That it was 
the Senſe of the Jewiſh Nation, that a Succeſſion 
of Prophets ſucceeding Moſes in the prophetick 
Office, or a Succeſſion of Fortune-tellers, was 
not what they apprehended all along was meant 

by this Promiſe of Moſes. 
- To conclude this Prophecy, the great Oppo- 
ſer of Jeſus herein, tells us, That what he offers 
in proof of his Succeiſion of Fortune-tellers, to 
be deduc'd from this Place, is agreeably to his 
— Expoſition of the Words of Moſes, warranted 
e by the Hiſtory of the Jewiſh Prophets; where 
tc we find an Eſtabliſhment of an Order of Pro- 
r phets in Analogy to the Heathen Diviners, 
« who, in the Diſcovery of loſt Goods, and in 
& telling Fortunes, ſhew'd their divine Inſpira- 
tion, and who were paid for it by thoſe who 
« conſulted them, either in Victuals, Money, 
& or Preſents; 8 the meaneſt Perſon in 
t Fydta had the Opportunity of having this Mi- 
cc racle wrought for him when ever he had Oc- 
« caſion; for the frequent Wants of the People, 
ce muſt have made them often attend the Pro- 
ce phets, as the Livelihood the Prophets got by 
it, muſt have cauſed them to have made con- 
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& ftant Uſe of their divine Faculty.” See the 


Grounds, &c. pag. 28, 29. 


HE RE then is a plain Appeal to the Hiſtory 
of the Prophets, for the Truth of his Expoſition; 


and if the Hiſtory of the Prophets is againſt him, 


we expett in Juſtice to Moſes and the Prophets, 
he will give up his Interpretation of Moſes, and 
reyoke the Slander he has ſo openly thrown upon 
the Servants and Prophets of the Moſt High. 

LE us ſee then how this Fact ſtands in Hi- 
ſtory. From the Time of Moſes to Samuel, we 
read of but three Prophets, Joſhua, Deborah, and 


Gideon; not one ſingle Event foretold by any of 


theſe, except that one of Deborah, who foretold 
one Victory of the People over Jabin's Army: 
So that, according to Biſhop Lloyd's Chronology, 
here is not one ſingle Fortune-teller ſucceeding 
Moſes, nor any Application made by the People, 
that we read of, for the Diſcovery of loſt Goods, 
for the Space of 335 Years; much leſs 4 Succe/- 
fron of ſuch in Analogy to the Heathen Diviners, or 
Prophets in any Senſe. If our Adverſary's Con- 
ſtruction of the Senſe of Mo/es upon the Place, 
was true, ſtrange it is, ſure, that for ſo long a 
Space of Time, immediately after the Promiſe 
made, neither Prophet ſhould appear who ſhould 
exerciſe the Art, nor the People make any Ap- 
plication to this Purpoſe. *Tis plain to a De- 
monſtration, I think, from hence, without ſearch- 
ing any farther, that neither his Hiſtory, or his 


L. * Reaſons 


— — -— — — _ 
—— —— 

=? E — = Z © 
_— —— man —— — 


(76) 
Reaſoning upon it, has any real — in 


Scripture. "| 
WuHoErvenR will take a View of the ſuc- 


eeeding Ages, and impartially examine the Com- 


miſſions of the ſeveral Prophets, will find they 
related to Matters of publick Importance; and 
if they foretold any Events concerning private 
Perſons, of which two or three Inſtances are the 
moſt that are mentioned, it was when the Pub- 
lick had ſuch an Intereſt in them, as that the 
Prophets might take occaſion from thence to 
carry on an Affair belonging to the whole Na- 
tion. 

No Pretence for ſaying that the Prophets ſub- 
ſiſted, or made a gainful Employment in telling 
Fortunes relating to private Perſons. 


TRE Commiſſions of the Prophets were ever 


given to exhort Obedience to the Law of Moſes, 
and threaten Terrors, grievous Plagues, upon any 
notorious Breach, or national Revolt from it: 
In ſhort, to be Miniſters under God in execution 
of the temporal Covenant made with Abraham. 
And when they are preſſing Obedience to the 
Law, or directing Affairs relating to the tempo- 
ral Covenant of God's People, which was to laſt 
till the Fulneſs of Time was come; they are led 
Hy the Spirit to give notice of a better Covenant, 
in whom all the Bleſſings of the former were to 
have their final Accompliſnment: They give in 
fucceeding Ages gradual Notice of the great 
Event; they at length deſcribe the Character, 
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the Offices, the Glories, the Sufferings of him 
who was to be the Miniſter of it; when at length, 
after God had ſufficiently diſciplin'd by his Pu- 
niſhments, and by his Prophets inſtructed his 
People, in Obedience to the one, and Expecta- 
tion of the other, the Spirit of Prophecy ceaſed. 
From whence we plainly diſcern, that the Spirit 
of Prophecy is one Teſtimony of Jeſus. But if 
this Account is not the true one, and our Ad- 


verſary will ſtill contend, That a Suceeſſion of 


Fortune-rellers is the genuine Senſe of the Place, 
I ſhould defire to know, upon his Scheme, how 
tis conſiſtent with the Promiſe of Moſes, that 
Prophecy ſhould ceaſe at this Period, 415 Years 
before the Coming of Jeſus: For were there not 
Heathen Soothſayers all around Canaan, after the 
Age of Malachi, the laſt of the Prophets? Did 
not the Devil continue to give Anſwers by the 
Voice of his Oracles amongſt the Heathens after 
that time? Certainly he did; and I do not ſee 
any thing to prevent him doing it to this day, 
had not the Power of the Holy Jeſus, our Meſſi- 
ah and Redeemer, reſtrain'd him: So that we 
ſee, on whatever Side we view the Scheme of 
our Adverſary, *tis chargeable with innumerable 
Difficulties. If he belicves the Opinion himſelf 
which he offers, his Blindneſs ſhall call for my 
Compaſſion; but I think the Scheme of making 
the Prophets of the Moſt High, paſs for a Suc- 


ceſſion of Fortune-tellers commiſſion'd by God 


to make Revelations upon loſt Goods, carrics a 


Notion 
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| Notion in it fo unworthy of God, and caſts ſo 
zrreverent a Slander upon Perſons divinely inſpi- 
red, that ſuch a Piece of Infidelity was never, I 
think, preſented to the World before. 

Upo the whole then, Which Senſe of the 
Prophecy muſt we take, that of a Succeſſion of 


Prophets, which ſinks the moſt exalted and di- 


ſtinguiſhing Characters of Moſes; or that of a 
fingle Prophet, wherein the very Letter is pre- 
ſerv'd, and the Similitude fill'd up in all its Pro- 
portion? In a word, Shall we believe that Moſes 
intended to foretel a conſtant Succeſſion of Pro- 


phets to the People of 1/ae!, when there was 


not a Succeſſion of Prophets in the Ages after 


the Promiſe was made, found in Hiſtory to ſup- 
port it, and which totally fail'd for above 400 


Years before the Prophet Jeſus? We are led then 
to conclude, from a juſt Conſtruction made upon 
the Words of Moſes, that Moſes in the Prophecy 
before us intended Jeſus Chriſt. Such Evidence 
alone will vindicate the Bleſſed Jeſus in beginning 
from Moſes, when he expounded the Scriptures 


concerning himſelf. We want no farther Au- 


thority to believe St. Peter and St. Stephey, who 
both apply'd this Prophecy to Jeſus the Meſſiah: 
But when ſuch cogent Evidence is added to the 
Teſtimony of inſpir'd Authority, when Peter, 
James, and John bear witneſs, that they heard 
the Voice of God the Father from Heaven, ſay- 
* the very Words of the Prophecy of Moſes, 
Hear ye him, and directing that Obedience i in the 
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Preſence of Moſes himſelf, to be transferr'd from 
him to his Son Jeſus z when they had Conviction 
from their own Eyes at the ſame time that Jeſus 


was a glorious Perſon, endu'd with a real and 


divine Majeſty, manifeſted by an auſpicious Light, 
brighter than the Sun, ſhining around his Per- 
ſon, to which they could approach without. 
Danger, as God had promis'd his People of old ; 
we have from what has been here affirm'd, un- 
doubted Teſtimony that the Prophet Jeſus is 


the promiſed Meſſiah of the Fews, as far as this 


Claim of his depends upon the T eſtimony of 
Moſes. 

FROM what has been ſaid, we can eſtabliſh 
the Truth and Certainty of the following Pro- 
poſitions. 

I. Tu Ar the ſuperior and uncontrould Mira- 
cles of Jeſus, are a clear, ſtable, and unſhaken 
Evidence of his Miſſion: That the divine Per- 
ſon of Chriſt, his Character as Judge, Lawgiver, 
Deliverer, Redeemer, Mediator, will ſtand firm 
upon this Pillar: His wonderful Reſurrection and 
Exaltation to the Right Hand of God, proves it 

= 

2. Tyar had Jeſus himſelf not eſtabliſl d a 
Claim upon the Promiſe of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, the prophetick Evidence had not been ne- 


ceſſary: But when this Claim is examin'd before 
Moſes and the Prophets, there are expreſs Decla- 


_ rations of him in their Writings, Promiſes ſul- 
All'd in him, and him only, according to the jult 
(-0 on- 
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Conſtruction of Language: A Prophecy of which 
kind has been given from the Books of Moſes. 
3. THarT when Prophecies are examin'd and 
apply'd to Jeſus by himſelf and the Apoſtles, 
which will carry two or more Senſes, we find 
that Jeſus does fulfil them in a poſſible or proper 


Senſe always; and therefore that the Apoſtles 


Senſe, in virtue of their inſpir'd Authority, does 
eſtabliſh the Meaning of the Spirit ſignify'd by 
the Words of the Prophets, and always make it 
credible. 

| NorvuixGs but thewing the Apoſtles Senſe 


to be repugnant to common Senſe, or contrary 


do the Propriety of all Language, can invalidate | 


this Proof. 
4. Thar the Law and the Prophets have 


many times a typical or ſecondary Meaning in 


them; a ſublimer one, I mean, beyond the Let- 


ter: That many of the old Prophets underſtood 


[portion 


there was, and there may be good Reaſons given, 
why God order'd it to be ſo. 

5. Tyar when the Prophets many times uſe 
the Expreſſion of ſomething being done, That it 
might be fulfil d which was ſpoken of the Lord by 
the Prophet; they are not always laying the Foun- 


dation on which Chriſtianity is to be built, from 


prophetick Evidence, but rather informing thc 
Fews that God intended Chriſtianity from the 


flirſt Inſtitution of Judaiſm: They are opening 


the Depths of God's Wiſdom, in ordering the 
firſt Covenant to be a rough Draught of, the firſt 
Lineaments 


U 
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Lineaments, as it were of the ſecond. 1 


over, the Conduct of his Providence, i in order- 
ing many Rites, Actions, Events, in the former 


Revelation, not only to ſerve the Deſign then 
_ preſent, but to be Types, Figures, Earneſts of 


much greater Eyents under the latter yea, thoſe 
very Rites, Actions, Events, to be fo expreſs'd, 
as that neither the Events, nor the Language it- 
ſelf, ſhould receive its full Meaſure of Comple- 
tion, as intended in the Wiſdom of God, till 
the open Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 

LAS TL, It has been prov'd, That the Pro- 
phets were ſo many Meſſengers commiſſion'd 
and ſent by the Moſt High, ſundry Times, 
and in divers Manners, to keep the People of 
{ſrael ſteddy in Obedience to the old Law, and 
at the ſame time to open a gradual Light in- 
to better Things to come. From hence we diſ- 
pute, if from the whole Number of Prophecies 


put together, ſuch Evidence ariſes as will convince 


us that Jeſus Chriſt was foretold by Moſes and the 
Prophets; from hence we may eſtabliſh a Claim 


of Jeſus upon Moſes and the Prophets, and need 


enquire no farther. Plain, we allow, all the 
Prophecies are not, nor were deſign'd to be; 


and therefore never to be compar'd with that 
glorious Light, that open Scene of Wonders 
we have ſeen in theſe latter Days, when God 


was manifeſt in the fleſh, juſtify'd in the Spirit, 
M peach d 
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preach'd to the Gentiles, believ'd on in the * 
and receiv'd up into Glory. 


I SHALL make one Reflection 6500 the 


Behaviour of the Martyr of this Day, and ſo 


conclude. 


AND, frf, Let the Zeal of this good Man, 
inſpire us with Courage to take the Field, 


and bravely to defend Chriſtianity againſt all Its 
Oppoſers. 


WE have ſeen, in our Days, Controverſies in 


Divinity made the Subject of Ridicule; we have 
heard many cry out, that they ſharpen Mens 
Paſſions, and become hurtful to Religion. 'This 
Reflection uſually comes from that Set of Men, 
who are often maintaining the Innocency of Er- 
ror, when oppos'd to the Belief of the funda- 


mental Articles of Chriſtianity, ſufficiently pro- 


mulg' d in a Chriſtian Country. When two ſuch 
dangerous Notions are join'd rogether, and pro- 


pagated with Succeſs, what Euils in Religion 


may not be produc'd'! Y 
TRE v, whilſt they are endeavouring to per- 
ſuade ſome to be eaſy in their Errors, would 


teach the World, that tis unlawful to diſturb 


them. 
To ridicule Controverſies in Religion, is to 
ridicule the glorious Character of Apoſtles, Mar- 
tyrs, Confeſſors, Apologiſts, who, in ſo many 
Ages, have diſputed for the Truth, and ſhew'd 
an undaunted Zeal to dye in Defence of it. 
: Sven 
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Such Men were the Glory of their Times, ant = 
their Names live for evermore. 

AND to aſſert the Innocency of Error within 
the glorious Light of the Goſpel, as it ſtands 
oppos'd to the Belief of neceſſary Articles of 
Faith contain'd therein, does, in my Judgment, 
caſt this Reflection upon the Honour and Wil- 
dom of God, namely, That he who has declar'd 
he expects an Obedience both of Will and Un- 
derſtanding in his Creatures, to Doctrines pub- 
liſh'd by himſelf, under pain of Damnation, may, 
notwithſtanding ſuch Declaration, ſuffer them 
to enjoy their Errors without Guilt; or, at leaſt, 
has not given them ſufficient Evidence to ground 
their Belief, and challenge their Aſſent. 

I BELIEVE no Man of Senſe is for beating 
out Mens Brains, in order to plant Religion in 
their Heartsz or can think that Perſecution 1s a 
likely or a lawful Method of propagating Chri- 
ſtianity. But then when ſuch dangerous Noti- 
ons as the Innocency of Unbelief in a Chriſtian 
Country much prevails, we ſhould be ready to 

ſhow Men their Guilt, and awaken them, if 
poſſible, from every dangerous State of Infide- 
lity. And, for my part, I can't help profeſſing 
my Hopes, that we ſhall always have Men of 
ſolid Learning willing to diſpute for the Truth, 
as oft as it ſhall be oppos d; and that the Chri- 
ſtian Church will never want noble and pious 
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Champions, who dare publickly maintain the 
abſolute Neceſſity of Divine Revelation. 

THA Jeſus is the promis'd Meſſiah of Hrael, 
that his Perſon is ſubſtantially God, dds % $42 5 
that he is the one proper and ſufficient Saerifice 

for the Sins of the whole World; the univerſal 
| Reſurre@ion of the Juſt and the Unjuſt, with the 
Eternity of Rewards and Puniſhments in the fu- 
ture State; the Judgment of the beſt of Churches, 
which aſſerts, 'Thar the three Orders of Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and Deacons, are founded on the Word 
of God, as deliver'd in Scripture ;* with every 
other Doctrine both of Faith and Practice, deli- 
ver'd in the Revelation of Jeſus the Meſſiah. 

Bur whilſt we are preaching up the great 
| Virtue of earneſtly contending for the faith which 
das once deliver'd to the Saints, let us not over- 
look the other Part of the holy Example before 
us, and forget to add Charity to our Zeal, and 
Devotion to our Courage: 'That as the Enemy 
is oppoſing Chriſtianity, when our Arguments 
fail, God may make our Prayers inſtrumental! 
in their Converſion. And who can tell what 
Benefit ſuch an exalred Piece of Chriſtianity may 
effect. ? 

Tux Enemy, when he ſees ſuch noble Effects 
of it in our Lives, may be induc'd to embrace 
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the Gotpel and glorify God by his own Con- 
verſion. 


AN eminent Perſecutor may become a zealous 
Defender of the Faith. Saul ſtood by, and con- 


ſented to St. Stephen's Death; and we have the 


Teſtimony of Antiquity for ſaying, Si Stephanas 
non oraſſet, Eccleſia non habuiſſet Paulum. Vid. 
Ser. I. S. Aug. de S. Stephanä. £ 

AND, laſily, For our Conſolation under any 
ſevere Tryal, in zealouſly defending the Chriſti- 
an Faith, let us turn our Eyes upon St. Stephen 
once more. What inward Joy does the bleſſed 
Martyr feel under his painful Conflict? With 
what Eafe and Peace does he reſign? Behold a 
wonderful Proſpect ſet before him; God opens 
all Heaven to his View, and he ſaw his Saviour 
whom he defended, there triumphant, and reach- 
ing forward to his Support. 

THE ſame glorious Proſpect every zealous 
good Man has before him, that dares bravely en- 
gage for his Maſter ; who above Ambition, Ava- 
rice, ſinful Complaiſance, in deſpight of Reſent- 
ments, Diſcouragements, Perſecutions, is willing 
to perſeyere in the Profeſſion of the whole of 
Chriſtianity, and zealous againſt all Oppoſition - 
to maintain each Article of its Faith. 

Ir God be concerned for the Advancement of 
his Honour and Religion in all Ages alike, then 
when his Honour calls, 'tis the Duty of every 
Chriſtian Soldier to fight, or reſiſt even to Blood. 

For 
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For our Comfort, we are ſure of the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of God to conſider the Infirmities 
of human Nature, and of Almighty Power to 
protect it. What tho' Religion does not pre- 
tend to extinguiſh Mens Paſſions, and like ſome 
vain Syſtems of Philoſophy, make human Nature 
indifferent to Pain ? It will teach us however 
manfully to bear every painful Senſation; it will 
furniſh out Vigor for our Hopes, and molt ami- 
able Supports for our Patience. 

From the Prayer of the holy Martyr, beſeech- 
ing his Lord Jeſus to take his "Spirit to himſelf, 
we are ſure, that the Soul is to exiſt in a ſeparate 
State; that when we ſuffer thro' Malice or Cru- 
elty in the Profeſſion of Chriſtian Truth, we ſuf- 

fer in the immediate Service of him, who thro? 


his human Nature has a fellow- feeling with us; ; 


and: as God, will preſerve our Souls commended 
in fervent Devotion to him. We tread the Steps 
of our Lord, Redeemer, and Judge, who has 


ſanctify'd the Croſs, and taught us the Way to 


Perfection by ſuffering for it. We are lifted in 


the noble Army of Martyrs, who have follow'd 


him thro” his bitter Triumphs, and will ſhare 
with him in his Eternal Weight of Glory. 


AND tho' from the beatifick Viſion granted 


to our Saint, we are not to expect under any ſe- 
vere Tryal, to be raviſh'd with a preſent View 
of the Glories of Heaven laid open before us: 
Yet then are we directed ſtedfaſtly to look up, 
and 
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and by Faith to behold the conſummate Bliſs, 
that ſhall be hereafter reſerved for us, thro' the 
Merits of Jeſus the Meſſiah ; 


To whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed all Dominion, Power, and Honour, 
for evermore, Amen, 


N. B. Some Parts of the foregoing Sermon 
were omitted in the preaching, thro' their 
unuſual Length, but were thought not 


improper to be publiſh'd, to make the Ar- 
gument᷑ more entire. | 
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